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Mr. INGERSOLL. Does the gentleman deny 
the figures ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Ido. Isthe gentleman satisfied? 
[here is a mistake of one hundred per cent. in his 
figures. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Let us have your figures. 

Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman’s error is not an 
intentional one; but it is one likely to happen 
where men are not confronted face to face. Of 
course it is unintentional, but | am informed, and 
| understand that this very calculation, upon 
which the House is called to change the present 
system, instead of exhibiting a production of ten 
thousand one hundred and fifty muskets for 1850, 
shall exhibit a production of twenty thousand one 
hundred and fifty-five muskets for the same year. 
1 further state—and it will turn out to be so—that 
in making up and swelling up the cost of manu- 
facturing muskets for the last ten years, the per- 
sons making the estimate upon which the gentle- 
man relies, have included all the cost of altering 
one hundred and thirteen thousand four hundred 
and six flint-lock muskets to percussion, and of 
fabricating four hundred and fourteen thousand 
one hundred and seventy-eight extra cones, ham- 
mers, and screw-drivers, for muskets so altered, 
amounting to $116,083 &4. 

They have put all that amount into the cost of 
manufacturing muskets. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I donotknow, Mr Chair- 
man, what statement the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has seen. The only statement I have 
is one I have very carefully made out. 

Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman will understand 
that I have already said if there are any errors, | 
take it for granted that they are unintentional 
ones. I say there are errors, [ care not whose the 
statement is. T'he very difficulty which the House 
encounters in acting upon this subject, arises from 
the fact that the committee seems to have avoided 
seeking information in the quarters where the most 
accurate information was to be found. 

Mr. FAULKNER. There may be typographi* 
cal errors in the printing. 

M:. DAVIS. The gentleman will find that the 
errors to which I advert extend to the footings, and 
taint the whole calculation. Twice during the 
last ten years has Colonel Ripley been called upon 
to meet these charges before courts of inquiry, and 
he always met them successfully. When the 
Committee on Military Affairs made their report 
at the last session, in which they allege that the 
cost of the manufacture of muskets has increased, 
they entered into no details. They did not call 
upon the Departments for information, and have 
never, as I believe, gone to any authentic source 
of information upon this subject. 

Now, sir, I may be right in my statements, or 
I may be wrong. They are just as likely to be 
right as those of the committee. I will venture to 
say that they were derived from quite as authentic 
sources. Butthe point I most strongly wish to 
impress upon the members of this House is, that 
they ought not to rely, in their action, either upon 
the statement of the committee, or upon my own. 
It is not right as regards the man, and it is not 
right as regards the system, that they should make 
a change, without having full and official inform- 
ation. I further state—which will be found to 
be true upon an investigation of the facts—that 
the total amount of muskets manufactured under 
military superintendence is one hundred and forty- 
one thousand eight hundred and two, instead of 
one hundred and twenty thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-four, as given by the figures upon 
which the gentleman seems to rely. [ tell the 
gentleman further, that adopting his own figures, 
with the corrections which I ae above suggested, 
and he will find that the price of the musket is still 
forty-three cents less under the new than the old 
System, besides paying for all the new buildings 
and machinery. I tell him, further, that he will 
find, on an impartial investigation, that out of the 
Savings made in the cost of construction, every 
building and all purchases and improvements in 
the power of productions within ten years past have 
been paid for, and a surplus of $61,000 besides. I 
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tell him that this sum has not been made, | am 
most glad to say, by diminishing the amount 
earned by the operatives, but partly by the advant 
ages of machinery, and partly by getting the full 
benefit of the ten hours of labor for which the Gov 
ernment pays. He will find, if he will take the 
trouble to inquire, that the average pay earned by 
each operative per month, in 1840, was $37 87, and 
that the average pay per month earned by each op- 
erative in 1851, was $38 84. He will find that the 
average daily pay of each man in 1840 was §1 51, 
and in 1851 was $1 55. And yet with all this, the 
cost of labor on each musket is reduced from $8 27 
in 1841, to $4 43 in 1851, making a saving in that 
item of $3 83 on each musket. And while every 
man earns More pay than before, the saving on cost 
of labor in ten years equals $440,000 in that one 
establishment. Buildings have been erected, spa- 
cious, substantial, and massive. The“grounds 
occupied by the armory have been extended, and 
the whole establishment made a model of order, 
neatness, and efficiency; and every dollar of cost, 
with a surplus of $61,000 beside, has been saved 
to the Government by the enlightened and enter- 
puising economy of the man who is sought to be 
denounced here as wasteful. 

I do not put my opposition to this amendment 
upon the ground that [| am more sure to be right 
than the committee as regards these details; but 
what I undertake to say is, that this House ought 
not to act upon so important a subject while there 
is such a controversy about material facts, and 
while the committee whose business it was to as- 
certain them has studiously avoided the authentic 
sources of information. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Whence does the gentle- 
man derive his authority for the statement that 
the committee have studiously avoided going to 
official sources for information? 

Mr. STANLY. 1 object to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts being interrupted. 

Mr. DAVIS. It gives me great pleasure to be 
interrupted by the gentleman from Virginia, and 
to answer any questions from him. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Now, sir, without pre- 
scribing a course for other gentlemen, I take this 
occasion to state, that when I shall address the 
House upon this question, I shall refer to nothing 
but official data and official reports as the basis of 
my information, and as the basis of the action of 
the Committee on Military affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS. I presume and hope that it will 
so appear; and if that be the case, then I presume 
the gentleman will arrive at this same result that 
I have reached. 

Mr. FAULKNER. We will see. 

Mr. DAVIS. If he relies upon correct data, no 
doubt he will; if he does not, he will draw an op- 
posite conclusion. 

Now, another word in relation to the character 
and mode of supervision. In 1841, achange was 
made from a civil to a military superintendency. 
Since that time the establishment has become a 
model of order, neatness, efficiency, and force. 
Sull, I admit the force of the suggestion, what if it 
should turn out that accompanying these improve- 
ments there has been tyranny and despotism and 
caprice? The mere fact that there has been a sav- 

ing will not, with a high-minded people and Gov- 
ernment, serve as an excuse for a tyrannical use 
of power. On this point, it is obviously more dif- 
ficult to form an accurate judgment than on the 

pecuniary results of the system. ‘These are ex- 

iibited by figures and show for themselves. It 
is difficult to determine how much allowance should 
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be made for misrepresentation, for mistakes of 


judgment, for the ill-will which resolute men in 
responsible situations must almost necessarily en- 
| counter. An officer in the position of the superin- 
tendent of the armory will of course, if he does 
his duty to the Government, make enemies; but it 
will be very singular if he does not occasionally 
commit errors of temper or of judgment. Of the 
charges brought against this superintendent, it 
weld perhaps be enough to say, that it is an out- 
_ rage to judge him or any other man on ez parte 
| statements. 


In the absence of any evidence of a definite char 


presented, [ am driven to rely upon 


certain general considerations I reside 


some 
forty miles from this armory, but I have always 
had a reneral knowledge of the state of its af 
fairs, its mode of operation and its government 
When the present superintendent came there, at 
the time this cha re was made, there was through- 


out the town of pri Le l, imoug a great major 
ity of the in] abita ts, a feeling littie & hort « f “he 

tred of him, and of the changes which he intr 

duced And now, when this question comes up 
again, it 1s perfectly natural, whetherthat fee £ 
still exists, or whether it |} bee Oo any extent 
effaced by experience and time Now, what evi 
dence have I upon that subject, which ought to 


guide me in my action here 
There was ! 


presented here at 
the sessior , a 


the berinning of 
paper which, according to my rec- 
ollection, contained some seven or eight hundred 


r of 


names, in fav achange from a military to a 
civil superintendency. Seeing some seven or eight 
hundred names which I supposed to be of my 
constituents, | thought it desirable to look further 
into the matter I caused that paper to be exam 
ined, and outof the whole number of names I only 
found one hundred and seventy-one which were 
upon the Springfield Directory The rest, where 
did they come from What special interest had 


j this matter? Prob 
of the constituents of my friend from Connecticut, 
(Mr. INGeRsott,] 
lishments 


see my friend [M: 


they in bly they were some 
‘ , ! ¢t . ’ : 

who work Ih the rivai estabe 

in Connecticut That is all right l 

, 


INGERSOLL] 


howed reat cal 
dor in stating some of hi { ns for desiring 
this change. 1 will read a part of his remarks 
that rentiemen may t nderstand the adit mo- 
tives of the course of my friend from Connecticut 
He says: 

‘Two of these manufactories ar 1 my 1 district 
Now, sir, if this military system is carried t.it will end 
in the withdrawal of all contracts from private individual 
and manuiactories. [am opposed to the change so long 


as private industry can 
ment wants.’’ 


furnish us with what U Govern 


Now, what is 
that these private 
ture as cheaply as 


the meaning of that 


manufacturers cannot manufa 
the Government can? 


Mr. INGERSOLL. By reading further, the 
ventleman will find that these inufacturers were 
induced, under the operation of a law of Congres 
to enter into this kind of business, and this mili 


tary system will break up these private 
tories. 
Mr. DAVIS. ‘The gentleman says it wil! breal 
; 


manul 


up the private establi hments, because the Govern 
ment manufactures cheaper, and yet he turns 
round, and says that this military system is waste- 


ful—in other words, tha 
ought to be introduced, with the ncreas- 
ing the cost of the musket, in order to enable 
these private esta 
tracts. The gent will find among the pub 
lished papers the evidence of Mr. Pomeroy 

and highly respectable manufacturer, w ho frankly 
admits, that under the old system, he could gi 
on and make money by contracting to fur 
Government with arms at the price whit “hit co 
Government to ’ i 
but that it is 
late reductions of cost have been effects 


lishments to compete f cor 


leman 


S ;) 
~an oid 


the manufacture at Spi 


now no ionvger 


The Government had buildings, land, tools, and 
work-shops, vet under the old system it did not 
succeed in manufacturing as cheaply the pri- 
vate manufacturer alongside of the Government 
furnishing his own capital d bis own wo) 


} 
‘ 


shops. I want gentlemen to a 
or the other, and when they have taken it, to 
here to it. The gentleman from Conns ut {M 


INGERSOLL] takes the ground that the ex 


neon 


system ought to be abolished, because arn 
so cheaply manufactured at the armo! of the 
United States, that private establishments cannot 


live alongside of them. And, for aucht I know, 
the member from Virginia [Mr. Fauixxer} wil 
argue that the system ought to be 
cause of the increased expenditure under 


4 ' 
ohened ‘ 
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tary to what there was under the-civil superin- 
tendency. I will not, however, anticipate the 
rentiemen’s arecument. I oniy hope that they 
will to some extent be consistent with each other 
in their arguments. 

When this digression took place, I was com- 
menting on the petition with seven or eight hun- 
dred subscribers, citizens of Springfield and tts 
vicinity. When received, as I have stated, | 
caused it to be examined, and ascertained that in 
fact, of the seven or eight hundred subseribers’ 
names, only one hundred and seventy-one were 
found in the Springfield Directory. It might have 
been that some of the names of the subseribers to 
that petition, who were inhabitants of Springfield, 
were left outof the l irectory. [have strong reason 
to believe that a large number of the names were 
of persons slightly interested in the concerns of the 
private manufacturers of arms, whom my friend 
from Connecticut (Mr. lyeersou.] represents, 
and whose disposition, of course, will be to have 
establishments of this character broken up. An- 
ether petit mm, opposing any change, was sent here, 
subscribed, [ think, by some four or five hundred 
people. collect precisely the number of 
signatures, but I believe that they were, without 
an exception, inhabitants of Springfield. I found, 
on examining the list,a fair representation of men 
of every class, sect, and political faithin the town 
of Springfield. It was an opinion from a most 
nuthoritative source in favor of sustaining the ex- 
isting system. 

That petition is more entitled to notice, because 
it is the expression of a state of things succeeding 
the most violent hostility, not only to the system, 
but the superintendent himself. It is not conclu- 
sive; and I do not pretend that itisconclusive. Va- 
rious influences may have operated on these people 
to sign the petition avainst change, as various in- 


l do notre 


fluences may have operated for signatures to the 
other petition. Ido not pretend to say that it is 
anything more than an indication of more or less 
importance. I do assure the committee, however, || 
that | have faith in the inhabitants of Springfield. 
I have faith in the human heart everywhere. 1 
believe, if there was such oppression, cruelty, or 
fraud carried on, as has been here suggested, a 
voice would be heard from the place where they 
occurred. ‘The echoes are apparently louder here 
than there. Llook to the Whig and Democratic 
press of that city, and I look in vain for indica- 
tions of such hostility to this system and to the 
man, as I am sure would be called out by any 
gross violations of honor or right on his part. 

Mr. CHANDLER. With the gentleman’s 
permission, | move that the committee do now 
rise. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. {| 
~The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Brown, of Mississippi) reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly House bill No. 336, making appropriation 
for the support of the Army, and had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

Mr. DOTY. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to lay on the table the 
bill of the Senate No. 131, granting the right of 
way and a donation of the public land to the 
State of Wisconsin, for the purpose of locating 
and constructing certain railroads in that State, 
and the amendments thereto. 


{ ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled 
the following bills and joint resolution; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Speaker, 
Viz: 

An act for the relief Maurice K. Simons; 

An act for the relief of Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral Bennet Riley, and to enable him to settle his 
accounts with the United States; 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Jeremiah 
Wingate; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Bernard Todd, deceased; and 

A joint resolution granting the petition of Wil- 
liam and Matthew Moss. ] 


Mr. LETCHER. 


now adjourn. 


| citizens 


| and freight by steamboats, praying the repeal or 


| mittee o 


The motion was agreed to; and the House there- 


| upon adjourned till to-morrow attwelveo’clock, m. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. MURRAY: The petition of 8S. W. Mills and 38 
other persons of Bloomingburg, New York, asking Con- 
gress to adopt such measures as will secure to American 
ciuzens residing or traveling in foreign Jands the same en 
joyment of the rights of conscience and public worship that 
is vranted to foreigners residing here. 

By Mr. EVANS: The petitions of Joseph Mahan and 
Wiiliam 8. Mahan, for compensation for taking the census 
of 1850, in Cecil county, Maryland. ' 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of mer- 
chants of New Orleans, praying for an exteusion of the 
port of New Orleans. 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Benjamin Rowe, 
for a pension. : tans 

By Mr. BURROWS: The memorial of citizens of Ni- 
agara county, New York, praying Congress for an appro- 
priation of a portion of the public lands to aid in the con- 
struction of a channel suitable to ship navigation, between 
the Lakes Erie and Ontario, in conformity with the Gov- 
ernment survey made in 135 by Captain Wyjliam G. Wil- 


| limme, of the ‘Topographical Engineers, ald reported to 


Congress in April, 1636. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The memorial of Esther Van- 
ernburgh, on the subject of lost papers on the subject of a 
pension for the services of Joseph Lull, in the revolution 
ary war. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 4, 1853. 

Prayer by the Rev. James GaLLaner. ° 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. M. P. Fittmoreg, his 
Secretary, transmitting, in compliance with a res- 
olution of the Senate asking for information with 
regard to the execution of the postal convention | 
between the United States and Great Britian, a 
report from the Secretary of State, and the docu- 
ments which accompanied it. 

The message was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. SEWARD presented three memorials of 


of Lewiston, Buffalo, and New York | 
city, New York, engaged in carrying passengers 


modification of the late act of Congress to provide 
for the better security of the lives of passengers 
on board of vessels propelled, in whole or in part, 
by steam; which were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. WADE presented a memorial of citizens 
of Cleveland, Ohio, praying an appropriation of 
land for the construction of a ship-canal around 
the Falls of Niagara; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of John | 
Shaw and others, praying a modification of the | 
bounty land law; which was referred to the Com- | 
Public Lands. 

Mr. "POUCEY presented a petition of masters 
and pilots of steamboats, and other vessels, navi- 


gating the Connecticut river, praying an appro- | 
| priation for placing lights, spindles, and buoys in 


that river; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial of | 
| citizens of Philadelphia, praying a modification of 
| the bounty land law; which was referred to the 


Committee on Public Lands. Hecalled attention 
to the fact that he had introduced a bill upon the 


subject, which was before the Committee on Pub- | 


lic Lands, which committee he hoped would re- 
p 
port it at an early day. 


Mr. BRODHEAD also presented a petition of | 


the engravers employed in the office of the United 
States Coast Survey, praying to be allowed to 
participate in the benefits of the law of the last 


session of Congress, granting a percentage on the | 


salaries of clerks and others; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of P. A. Browne and others, 
praying an alteration in the organization of the 


Military Academy at West Point: which was re- | 
_ ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Francis 


| W. Rice, late United States Consul at Acapulco, 


in Mexico, relative to the outrages committed 
upon him and other American citizens by the 
Mexican authorities; which was referred to the 


I move that the House do || Committee on Foreign Relations. 
‘| A motion by Mr. GWIN to print the above | 
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memorial, as an appendix to Executive Documen: 
No. 17, of this session, was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. FISK presented a petition signed by all the 
members of the Senate of New York, praying 
that measures may be taken to secure to Ameri. 
can citizens abroad the rights of conscience and of 
public worship; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a memorial of the 
Directors of the Washington Infirmary, praying 
an appropriation for enlarging and furnishing the 
building, and an increase of the annual appropri- 
ation for the support of the institution; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co. 

' lumbia. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying that the homestead bill may 
become a law; which was ordered to he on the 
table. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTERs, 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the relief of Jasper 
A. Maltby, asked to be discharged from the fir. 
ther consideration thereof, and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Pep. 
sions, to which was referred the petition of Betsey 
Norton, widow of Freeman Norton, a seaman in 
the naval service of the United States during the 
war of the Revolution, reported a bill for her 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred a bill to extend pre- 
emption rights to unsurveyed lands, and for other 
purposes, reported it back, with an amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition of the Niagara Falls and Lake 
Ontario Railroad Company, reported a bill grant- 
ing tothe Niagara Falls and Lake Ontario Railroad 
Company, the right of way through or along the 
river side of the military reservation at Fort Ni- 
agara, in the State of New York; which was read 
a first and second time by its title. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate pro- 
seeded to consider the last-named bill as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Noamendmentbeing made, 
it was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third 
réading, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the petition of citi- 


| zens of Illinois, praying that the right of preémp- 


tion to settlers on the public lands may be ex- 
tended to the period of five years, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of John Thorne, praying 
a donation of land, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof; which was agreed 

, to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives for the relief of C. 
L. Swayze, in relation to the location of certain 
Choctaw scrip, reported it without amendment; 
and on his motion the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider it as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to approve the location of certain 

| Choctaw land scrip entered by Swayze in Louisi- 
ana. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the relief of David 
Myerle, reported it without amendment. 


MARINE CORPS. 


Mr. HOUSTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the mode in which the Marine 
Corps, attached to the Navy, is supplied with clothing, arms, 
subsistence, &c., and whether or not the same is done by 
public notice and contract, or by private agreement, and 
how much, if at all, the same exceeds the cost of similar 
articles furnished for the Army and Navy respectively, of a 
' like deseription ; and that for this purpose the said eommit- 
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ree have power to send for persons and papers, and report 
thereupon to the Senate. , ; 

Resolved, That the said committee also be instructed to 
wire into the expediency of a thorough reorganization of 
Marine Corps, so as to dispense with a large number of 
otiicers who are, from the nature of their service. useless as | 
«fie id officers,’ above the rank of captain, and of so dis 
tributing and employing the said Marine Corps as to render 
them effective for the purposes to which they are suited, 
aud tor Which they were designed. 


MARCY’S REPORT. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
elution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
eonmunieate to the Senate the report of Captain R. B. 
Marey of his exploration of the waters of Rea river; and 
if not ready by the close of the session, that the Secretary 
of the Senate be authorized to have it printed for the use of 
the Senate. 

THE BROTHERTON INDIANS. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 

lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 


‘ 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire and report to the Senate what eum of 
money, if any, is equitably and justly due from the United 
; to the Brotherton tribe of Indians, now located in 
the State of Wisconsin. 


PRESIDENTIAL VOTES. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Joint Committee ap- 


pointed on the 3ist of January last, to ascertain 


and report a mode for examining the votes for 
President and Vice President of the United States, 
and notifying the persons elected of their election, 
reported the following resolution; which was con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 


Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in the 
Chamber of the House ef Representatives aon Wednesday, 
the Yth instant, at twelve o’clock, and the President of the 
Seuate pro tem. shall be the presiding officer ; that one per- 
son be appointed a teller on the part of the Senate, and two 
on the part of the House ef Representatives, to make a list 
of the votes as they shall be declared; that the result shall 
ve delivered to the President of the Senate pro tem., who 
shall announce the state of the vote and the persons elected, 
to the Heuses assembled as aforesaid, which shall be deemed 
a declaration ef the persons elected President and Vice 


mitee on Public Lands, with an amendment. The 
reason why I make the motion now is, that Tues- 
day next has been fixed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives as the day on which they will consider 
territorial business, and it is important that this 
bill should be acted upon so that the amendment 
may go there before that time. My impression is 
that it will consume but a few moments. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands I can state in a few words, 
so as to obviate the necessity of reading it. The 
original bill, passed in 1850, limited the beneficia- 
ries of the donations to those settlers who should 
arrive in the Territory before the first of Decem- 
ber, 1853. The bill will therefore expire at that 
time; and the amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands is to extend the provisions of the 

| former act, so as to grant to settlers who may ar- 
rive before December, 1855, the same quantity of 
land whichewas heretofore given or may be given 
to those who may arrive there previoug to that 
time; and to give to the widows of those persons 
who have died, who emigrated there, the same 
amount of land that their husbands would be enti- 
tled to if they had lived. 

The amendment of the Committee on Public 
Lands was agreed to, and the bill was reported to 
the Senate as amended. 

Mr. FELCH. Before the amendment is con- 
evfrred in by the Senate, I wish to amend it in one 
or two particulars. | move to strike out in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth lines of the fourth page of 
the printed amendment, the words ‘‘ on or prior 
to the Ist of December, 1853.’’ Itis an unneces- 
sary repetition of a date, and keeping it in that 

| way may cause confusion. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH. There is a blank in the amend- 
ment which I wish to fill. It provides certain per- 
centage for compensation for the receiver, to be 
appointed under the bill, for certain moneys re- 


the 


states 


President of the United States, and, together with a list of || ceived. The compensation of that officer is now 
votes, be entered on the Journals of the two Houses. 40) & : . 4 ; 
$2,500. I propose to increase it to $3,000 in con- 


On motion, it was ordered, that the teller be ap- 
pointed by the President pro tem.; and Mr. Hun- 
TER Was appointed. 


MARINE HOSPITAL. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 1 wish to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine 
hospital at Burlington, in the State of lowa. 

Mr. President, as the resolution is one simply 
of inquiry, | ask the Senate to do me the favor to 
ct upon it now. I also ask that a letter of Dr. 
John H. Ranch, containing some valuable sugges- 
tions and statistics in support of the establishment 
of a marine hospital at Burlington, on the Upper 
Mississippi, may be also referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

The resolution was agreed to; and the letter was 


sequence of these additional duties, which is the 
amount which registers and receivers, whose du- 
ties he performs, are entitled to receive. 
The amendment was agreed to, and the amend- 
| ment made in Committee of the Whole, as thus 
modified, was concurred in; the amendments were 
ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. The bill was read a third time and 
passed. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


| The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| resumed the consideration of the bill to extend 
the warehousing system by establishing private 
bonded warehouses, and for other purposes. 


Mr. HUNTER. Iam very anxious, Mr. Pres- 

| ident, to dispose of this billto-day. It is not my 
purpose to make a speech in favor of it, for I 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. || know that it would be killed quite as readily by a 
THE FISHERIES QUESTION. || Speech in its favor as by one against it. I know 

|| that the time of the Senate is precious, and in or- 

der that 1 may consume as little of it as possible, 

I will say that if I find that the provision, which 
is the only one that has given rise to objection, is 


still considered objectionable by gentlemen, I shall 
Mr. DODGE, of Jowa, was, on his motion, ex- be prepared to give way. upon that in order to 


wea mane asielaemaeenatoans || carry ae the other provisions of the bill 
cominittees, which engrossed nearly all his time which ‘wit te Devesciel to comeeres, "Bat f re- 
On his aaiiee <5 doute quiiaiends Gant tne edeidens |i gard the provision to which objection has been 
pro tempore appoint a member to fill the vacancy in | nde, G0 So important, Hat tem: Set ‘willing: to 
said committee. In accordance therewith, Mr chendon:  withont some sivugiie. a: now- 
Bayarp was appointed »um* || ever, to consume afew minutes in pres(®ing some 
: 7 reply to the views urged yesterday by the Senator 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHER. from New Jersey, [Mr. Mitier,] saying at the 

The motion submitted yesterday by Mr. Smit, | S8me time, that if the opposition to this feature, 
that the President pro tempore be Siathactaed to fill || although a minority, should be determined not to 
the vacancy in the Select Committee on anesthetic || Suffer the bill to pass without a modification of 
agents, was agreed to. that portion of it, I shall submit to that modifica- 


tion, in order to get the other provisions through; 
LAND DONATIONS IN OREGON. , & Pp oug 


’ but I shall reserve the right to myself, at another 
Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the indulgence of the || session, when there will be more time, to bring up 
Senate to take up this morning the bill from the 


f ' as a separate and isolated measure, the question 
House of Representatives to amend an act entitled | upon the extension of the time for allowing goods 
** An act to create the office of surveyor general of 


: ; i to remain in warehouse. : 
‘the public lands in Oregon, and to provide for the It seems to me, sir, that the Senator from New 
‘survey, and to make donations to the settlers of 


: Jersey was wrongin supposing that this extension 
‘the said public lands,” approved September 27th, 
1850, which bill has been reported by the Com- 


Mr. DAVIS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill concerning the fisheries. 


COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 


\| manufacturing interests. He says it would be 
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|| would operate in any way to the prejudice of the | 
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prejudicial, because it would be readopting the old 
credit system in relation to duties, and because if 
we allow these facilities for storing goods here, 
our markets will be flooded with foreign goods. I 
think he is mistaken in both positions. In regard 
to the first, I would say that this is very different 
from the old credit system. Under that system, 
the duties were not required to be paid until the 
goods had passed into consumption. Under this 
bill, whenever the goods are taken out of the 
warehouse, the cash is to be paid before they can 
pass into consumption. It can make very little 
difference, so far as that question is concerned, 
whether the goods be taken out of warehcuse in 
Liverpool or in New York. 

The Senator from New Jersey supposes that the 
practice of storing goods here will be prejudicial 
to the manufacturers, because it would enable 
foreigners to flood our markets at a time when 
goods were about to rise Why, sir, if 
tle, he will find that 
this is one great step to secure the very thing 
which the manufacturers desire 


In prices, 


he willlook into the matter a lit 


so earnestly, and 
Under the proposed 
system, when the prices are low, it would be to 
the interest of those who hold foods to store them 


that is, steadiness in prices. 


in warehouse, for the purpose of waiting for in- 
creased prices, and thus it will prevent prices 
descending to so low a level as would otherwise 
be the case. And when prices are high, owing to 
the scarcity of supply, that supply will be aided 
by the goods already in warehouse, and thus they 
will be prevented from ascending to as high a price 
as otherwise. ‘Thus, the operation of this bill will 
have a tendency to secure the very thing which 
the manufacturers so much desire—steadiness and 
stability in prices. 

So, too, in regard to freights and to the navi- 
gating interest; and it Is especially important in 
this point of view. When the prices of freights 
are low, then, under the operation of this bill, 
our vessels will be employed in distributing the 
goods of the world, or rather in collecting them 
and bringing them to the depots on our shores. 
Not only this, but it is obvious that inasmuch as 
this system would increase the general wealth of 
the country and its capacity to consume, it would 
to that extent benefit the manufacturers. Not only 
must it be beneficial to them, in that point of view, 
but now, when we are engaged in a competition 
for the commerce of the world, it would benefit 
the manufacturers, and by enabling them to obtain 
an assorted cargo at home, whenever t ley wish 
to send their manufactures abroad. 

So that, in all these points of view, it seems to 
me this system would be much more beneficial 
than prejudicial to the manufacturing interests. 

But, sir, does not the honorable Senator from 
New Jersey perceive that he will not, by rejecting 
this bill, obviate the difficulty, if difficulty it be, 
that these goods would be stored, and out of the 
storehouses would flood our markets, and ex- 
clude our own people from the business? This 
system is allowed in Great Britain, and the con- 
sequence will be, that if we do not adopt it, in- 
stead of getting goods from the storehouses in 
New York, you will get them from the storehouses 
in Great Britain; so that you will still have that 
evil to encounter, if evil it be. The only differ- 
ence would be, that instead of allowing our own 
citizens to enjoy the profits of the business of 
storage, and our navigating interest to enjoy the 
advantages which would be derived from thus 
concentrating goods upon this continent, and ena- 
bling them to take an assorted cargo to any of the 
markets of the world, if you reject the bill, it would 
be an advantage which would be exclusively en- 
joyed by the British merchant, the British ship- 
owner, and the British store-owner. 

Itis not my purpose to consume time; but I 
find that the benefits of this warehouse system 
were so concisely stated and so truly stated by 
Mr. Walker, late Secretary of the Treasury, in 
his report upon that subject, that I wish to call 
the attegtion of the Senate to it, for the purpose of 
showing the benefits which he thus enumerates. 
He says we will derive these benefits from this 
system: 

“Ist. The freights upon the importation of the goods. 
2d. The freights upon such as are reéxported. Jd. The 
storage. 4th. The insurance whilst on deposit, as well as 
when imported or exported. Sth. The labor attending the 
landing, receiving, and reshipments, including the wharf- 


age. drayage, cartage, craneage, hoisting, stowing, piling, 


\| packing, repacking, kc. 6th. The profit upon the sale of 
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the goods; or 7th. The commissions when sold and re 

shipped on ioreign account Ath. The wages and —— 3 

sation paid to the clerks, storekeepers, &c. 9th. The 
yearly appreciation of property ur sing from the extension of 
business, and the erection of docks and warehouses. 10th, 
The augmented market for domestic products and manu 

factures, puri liased to complete assortments, and freighted 
abroad at cheaper rates, thus augmenting domestic ex 

ports, as well as the profits upon them. Ith. The use of 
the capital, credit, and specie, and the command of the ex- 
changes of the world = 12th. The augmented home market 
for domestic products and fabrics, arising trom the increase 
of capital, business, and population, growing out of the 
warehousing system. There are some of these items 
known to be great, not susee puble olany accurate approxi 

mate estimate ; taking, however, those only where the data 
are established, it may be safely assumed that the gross in 
come yielded on such items to the country, from war 

housed geods, is not less than twenty per cent. on the value 
of such goods etored for sale and distribution.’’ 

This is the profit which Great Britain has de 
rived from three hundred and eighty-seven mil- 
lion two hundred thousand dollars’ worth of 
goods that areannually stored in her warehouses. 

As I said before, I know that the consumption 
of time will kill this bill; and if those who are op 
posed to it are determined not to give it their sup 
port, or to speak against it in the event that we 
retain the provision for extending the time for 
warehousing goods intended for domestic cor 
sumption, | am prepared to give up that provision, 
if | can thereby succeed in getting passed the 
other portions of the bill, reserving, however, to 
myself the chance at the next session, if I should 
be living and here, to renew the question ther 
upon that single and isolated point. I may be 
permitted to add, however, that I shall do so with 
extreme regret, for I believe that at this time, 
when we are engaged in a competition with Great 
Britain for the commerce of the world, nothing 
could be more important to us than to provide 
these means and facilities for the purpose of cat 
rying on that commerce. Nothing could be more 
important to the cities of New York and San 
Francisco, which are destined to be the greatcom- 
mercial depots of this country on the Atlantic and 
Pacific sides. But as | know that any extension 
of debate beyond to-day may be fatal to the whole 
bill, if I can get the residue of the bill passed, I 
shall be willing to submit to the modification of 
the feature which is so objectionable to the Sen 
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. GWIN. If 1 understand the Senator, he 
says he is willing to submit to a modification of 
the provision allowing rood ; to remain in ware- 
house for three years. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am willing to do 
than lose the other features of the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will adhere 

I 
to the bill as it is upon that subject. That is the 
greatest point in it, and one of the createst posst 
ble importance; and I am sure we can carry it if 
we adhere to it. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
your railroad bill. 

Mr. GWIN. |! hope we shall adhere to this 
provision. Let us have the vote. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall have a vote. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not very well under- 
stand the machinery of this warehousing system; 


so gqithe 


Yes, if you do not take up 


. but it seems to me this is a dangerous extension 


of it. You are about to make public warehouses 
out of every man’s private storehouse. [ am not 
prepared to say that a bill of this sort ought not 
to be passed, but I confess I do feel it to be my 
duty to look into this subject, and to examine its 
features. My friend from Virginia says that New 
York and San Francisco are destined to become 
the great commergial depéts of this country. From 
that opinion I beg to dissent. I believe that Phil- 
adeiphia will be one of the great commercial depdts 
of this country, and as great a one as can be found. 
Besides, Mr. President, this is a bill for the ben- 
efit of those who are engaged in the importation 
of goods, and they are generally foreigners. I do 
not object to foreigners being engaged in business 
in this country; but, sir, when the capitalists of 
foreign countries send their agents here to carry 
on their business, I do not think we shé&ld be so 
very desirous to extend the warehousing system 
for their particular benefit. ' 

1 do not believe that this bill will become a law 
during this session, for I doubt very much if it 
will pass the House of Representatives, at this late 

riod of the session, with such other pressing 

usiness as is now before that body. I do not 
intend to offer a factious opposition to this bill, or 
to speak for the mere purpose of delaying it. | 


distrust my own judgment when I find myself dif- 
fering from my friend from Virginia; but if he will 
consent ection referred to by the 
Senator from New Jersey, I do not suppose I 
should object to the bill further. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I hope the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, who has the bill 
in charge, will not hastily yield the point which 
he has proposed to yield. It is not my purpose 
to debate the bill at any length, but simply to de- 
clare, as I feel bound to do, my conviction that it 
is not only right in itself, but that the provision 
objected to is very essential, and without it the 
bill will be shorn of one of its most valuable feat- 
ures. Still lagree with him that it would be better 
to yield it, if the bill eannot be carried without 
doing so. 

The first objection taken to the bill is, that it 
extends the warehouse system to the adoption of 
private warehouses. I think, sir, that ds one of 
the most important features of the bill. I believe 
we would have been better off if we had never had 
warehouse at all. Where public ware- 
houses ®ave been built, it has been at a vast ex- 
pense, and I think other warehouses furnished by 
private eapital, and guarantied to the public by 
private individuals at the risk of their own profit, 
would be a much more economical system; and 
when the warehousesystem was first adopted, the 
chief objection to it was the vast extent of expend- 
incurred in the erection of public ware- 


io strike out ths 


a public 


iture to be 
houses. 

The next objection is to that provision allowing 
the storing of goods in warehouses for three years. 
If the system be right at all, it is important that 
the storage should be allowed for a period so long 
as to prevent the necessity of spasmodic importa- 
tions in consequence of violent and sudden changes 
of the market. , 

I shall not dispute with the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania at this day, whether Philadel- 
phia and San Prancisco, or New York and San 
Francisco, are to bethe great marts for the com- 
merce of the world. For all our purposes, Phila- 
delphia and New York will ultimately be found to 
be one, having one interest, and a common feeling. 

Sut 1 would say to that honorable Senator, that 

neither Philadelphia nor New York will ever be 
able to become great commercial marts of the 
world, or even of this continent, if they adopt a 
policy which discourages foreigners from carrying 
on the operations of commerce in those cities. 

Mr. ‘TTOUCEY. I hopethat the Senator from 
Virginia will not consent to the modification which 
has been suggested, and I hope that the Senate 
will not debate this bill so as to defeat its passage 
at this time. The subject has been very fully and 
very long under consideration in the country. 
This is a measure of very great public import- 
ance. It is not limited to any @ne city upon the 
Atlantic, or any one upon the Pacific coast, but it 
is one of great public importance, applicable to 
all. If there be any objection on the part of the 
honorable Senators from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey to the particular provision of the bill 
which has been referred to, | hope they will feel 
it to be consistent with their duty to allow the 
bill to pass now, and resort hereafter to any rem- 
edy which may be found necessary. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the fourth sec- 
tion of this bill, which provides for allowing the 
continuance of goods in warehouse for three 
years, by adding to it the following proviso: 


** and provided further, That nothing herein contained 
shall extend the time of withdrawing goods for consump- 
tion beyond one year.” 


I wougg ask the honorable Senator from Vir- 
ginia, after the conversation which has taken 
place, whether he is prepared to adopt this amend- 
ment? 
the bill; if not, I wish to address the Senate upon 
it. 

Mr. HUNTER. It seems to me that the sense 
of the Senate is the other way. I certainly would 
be willing to give up the other provisions of the 
bill, and allow the provision to which the Senator 
from Massachusetts objects, to be stricken out, if 
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if he is, I shall withdraw objection to | 


that be the sense of the Senate, but their sense | 
seems to be the other way, and therefore I would | 


prefer to take the vote upon the provision. 
Mr. DAVIS. As the hour of one o’clock has 
arrived, I suppose the time has gone by when we 


can consider the bill, and I wish to address the | 


Senate upon the subject. 


If the Senator from | 
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Virginia, and other gentlemen, are prepared 4, 
keep the limitation in regard to goods en! red fo, 
consumption where it now is, I should ¢ :ncede 
so far as I am concerned, the provision ailowine 
goods to be reéxported within three years from, 
their deposit in warehouse. I would allow that 
I would allow them to pile up those goods ag hie}, 
as they please. I would concede, so far as | am 
concerned, the right to adopt, according to the 
provisions of this bill, private warehou 

though I can foresee very clearly, that if priya: 
warehouses can be obtained at less expe se tha 
the public warehouses, which you have unde, 
lease, your public warehouses will be vacay 


the 


They will not be used or employed. [ can unde 
stand that very well, but still | would not objer 
to a system for the adoption of private ware 


houses, provided it be properly secured and proj 
erly protected. The Senator from Virginia, then, 
by conceding thus much to me, will get the ty 

great points at which he aims. In the first place 
he will secure the adoption of private warehouses 
and in the second place, the proposed time with; 
which to allow the accumulation of goods for y 

exportation; and those were the main grounds 
upon which he rested his argument. These poin: 
I am willing to concede. But the bill extend 
the time of piling up in warehouse goods intended 
for domestic consumption to three years; and 

that | object. I wish to have the law in that re. 
spect to stand as it is now limited; and that is the 
effect of the amendment which I propose. I should 
wish to go much more fully into this subject, | 
| suppose the Senator from Texas [Mr. Rvsx 
will claim that the rest of the day shal! be devote 

to the Pacific railroad bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope the Senator from Vi; 
ginia, under the circumstances, will accept thi 
amendment rather than lose the bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from V 
ginia will let the bill go over until to-morrow morn 
ing. Iam as anxious to pass this bill as he ea 
be, but it is now one o’clock, and we have anothe 
special order to go on with; and we can take this 
bill up to-morrow morning, and dispose of it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Very well, sir; I acced 
that. 

Mr.GWIN. Then I move to postpone th 
further consideration of this bill, and make it the 
special order for to-morrow, at half-past twelv: 
o’clock. I hope, as ithas been heretofore taker 
up in the morning hour, we shall be allowed the 
morning hour to-morrow, for the purpose of dis 
posing of it. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Why not go on now? 

Mr.GWIN. We haveanother measure whic! 
is the special order for one o’clock, and it will no! 
certainly require half an hour to-morrrow morn 
ing to dispose of this bill. I want to examine 
this amendment. Ido not want to have hasty 
legislation on so important a measure, and there- 
fore I move to postpone the further consideration 
of the subject until to-morrow morning at half- 
past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I hope to-morrow morn 
ing will be given to the honorable Senator from 
Maine, [Mr. Bransury,} for the consideration of 
the bill from the House relative to abuses in as- 
sessing fees in the United States courts, which is 
a bill of much more importance than this. 

Mr. GWIN. The Senator from Maine wi!! 
not advance that bill by bringing it in contact with 
a measure so far matured as this. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I find that special order: 


‘are consuming the time of the Senate, and the 


measure to which the Senator from Pennsylvanie 


| has referred, and which I have reported from the 


Committee on the Judiciary, is the only measure 
of reform that I know of. It is the only one tend- 
ing to the reduction of the public expenses, whic! 

has been suggested. It undertakes to correct ex- 
isting abuses, by regulating the fees of the minis- 
terial officers of the United States courts. I hav 

endeavored for the last fortnight to get the floor, 
in order to move that the Senate proceed to it: 
consideration, but 1 have sought in vain that op- 
portunity. There are some amendments to it, 
which have been reported from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and which, if adopted, will makeit 
necessary for the bill to be sent back to the House. 
If I cannot have an opportunity for its considera- 
tion this week, it may be.too late. I hope, there- 
fore, that the bill of the Senator from Virginia wil! 
not be made the special order for an earlier hour 
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The question being taken on the amendment by of 
exportation, 


we may have 
with 


motion to post- 


“ry TIUNTER. 1 will make no objection to 

: endment of the ‘Senator from Massachu- 
,{M Davis, rut at the same time I give 
Is | raise the question at the next 


Jey ' Si NATORS. Very Weli. 
: The amendment was agreed to. 
Vr. MILLER lnow move the amendment 
| indicated yesterday It is to insertin the 
ction, after the word ** merchandise, 
} é ept tron in bars, blo yms, bolts, loops 
ds, slats, and castings.’’ 1 will state, very 
efly. why I oifer the amendment, and the effect 
eh will hav Ido not went any depot 
New York for the storage of foreign iron, even 
reexportation. One reason assigned for such 
re ion in the report of Mr. Secretary Walk- 
1 which the Senator from Virginia read, is 
will enable us to obtain, without delay in 
r ports, assorted cargoes of our own products 
fabri 8, as well as those of othemcountries, 
every quality, character, and price. The prod- 
yf iron is, if anylhing, one of the great prod- 
fthiscountry. Itis manufactured here, and 
ve wish to encourage that manufacture, not only 
y consumption in the country, but by s ‘ 
gn countries We have the means to enable 
» do it, ther > | think it is not necessary, 
t obtain assorted argoe , that W 
urage an impo! yn of iron from 
place it in warehouse in our commercial 
polis for any length o me for that 
this reason, I ask that the article of iron 
except “i from the operations of this bill. 
vill not Interfere with commerce at all, but it will 
ne time rive en iragement to the man- 
facturing interest 
Mr.GWIN. I nope the amendment will 
| down. 
Ir. HAMLIN. It seems to me that 
ssion of this amendment would open the whole 
suestion of the tariff. But having adopted the 
. amendment propose d by the Senator from Massa- 
husetts, we should certainly stop there. 
for the bill as reported, but still I was ve ry willing 
; to take that amendment of th e Senator from Mas- 
achusetts as a compromise; and | was glad that 
he Senator from Virginia did so. As the 
ow stands, and as the existing law now is, the 
irticle of iron has to pay the duty fixed by law, 
ind is only allowed to remain in warehouse for 
twelve months, if the object is to withdraw it for 
lomestic consumption. If you are to 
Ly ron, there are other productions that enter into 
e the consumption of the whole country in which 
n eople are vastly more interested than that of iron; 
f- ] if th artl le is to be excluded from the oper- 
1 of the tariff or of this bill, you must 
ly exclude others It ems to me that this 
ens up the whole tariff discussion, and I hope it 
will not be adopted. 
5 Mr. MILLER. The Senator is 
i ng that my amendment excludes iron from 
operation of the tariff duty. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Ido nots suppose si 
Mr. MILLER. The only desi; on of the amend- 
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f vhich Mr. Secretary Walker refers. 
titled to that preference by locality 

f iron here; we manufacture it here; 
make with regard 
endment can injure no 


lay 
one. 


t the importation of ; iny amount of 


abroad for the con 
: 2a TS L- 
; ur domestic market. It simply prevents keeping 
here in warehouse for the purpose of giving it a 
j reference in our exportations to other countries. 
is , , 
if our ship-owners, if our commercial 


fitting ro it their « 
will nots 


give thissmalladvant: 
factures, | must say that 
rather of : 1 selfis 1 ¢ rder For h 


lo except this rreat article of national 
irom the operations of this bill. 
yeas and nay: ; 3 upon the amendment. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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and I wish to 
ustain that preference in whatever adjustment we 
to these warehouses. The 
It does not pre- 
iron from 
sumption of this country or for 


in 








and nays, resulted—yeas 14, nays 31; as fol- 


yeas 


lows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Bell, Brodhead, Clarke, Cooper, Foot, 
Geyer, Jones of Tennessee, Miller, Morton, Pratt, Smith, 
Spruance, Underwood, and Wade—1l4 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bayard, 
Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Charlton, Chase, Dodge of Wis 
consin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fish 
Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jones ot 
lowa, Mangum, Norris, Pettit, Rusk, Seward, Sh 
Sumner, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—31 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. DAVIS. I omitted to vote on that amend- 


ment, because I could not, in so « ymplicated a 
question as this, understand what relation tl ¢ 
ameudment could bear to existing laws. I coul 
not, in ether words, see where iron was to be e 


I felt justified 


by the proposition; and, therefore, 


in not voting one way or the other 
Mr. JAMES I omitted to vote on thea nd- 


Senator 


ona 
Whic 


mient, for the that the 
cinia consented to an amendment 
ered a compromise. While up, I will say that I 
am opposed to the whole system; but I am 
prepared at this time to go into the facts. 

Mr. BRIGHT. As gent 
reasons why they did not vote, 
reason for voting against 


reason 


ap esters 


lemen are stating the 


I WilsSay that my 





the an 


reason why I shall vote for the bill ts, that 


the bill will be one towards free trade; and | 
ani anxious to reach that as soon ¢ 
Mr. RUSK. It is very evident that we 


reach a vote on the bill t y-day. 


step 


Mr. HUNTER. We can take the vote now 
Mi RUSK. There re amendmen to e 
offered. The Senator from New York | 
Mr. FISH. The only amendments whi [ 
have to offer are verbal, and will not « ipy two 


minute I propose to amend the first sect } 


the elause, ‘* the cellars or vaults aforesaid sha 
be exclusively appropria ted to tl g 
‘ wines or distilled sp irits, a id shall ha 
* ing or entrance exc ept the one from t} - street } 
‘which joint locks of the custom-house and the 
‘ owner or proprietor of the cellars or v s| 
‘be placed, by striking out * joint’’ .and inse 
ing ‘* separate.’ There should be two locks—one 
belonging to the owner, and one to the om- 
house. 
Mr. HUNTER. LIagreetothat. It is right. 


The amendment was made by unanimous con 
sent. 

Mr. FISH. There isa typogray vane error in 
the fourth section, which should be corrected. It 
now reads, ‘fand likewise all merchandise not 
‘remaining in warehouse under bond, may con- 
‘tinue in warehouse without payment of duties 


‘thereupon for a period of three years * Not”’ 


should be ** now.’ 


The correction was made by unanimous consent 

Mr. FISH. I move to amend the fourth sec- 
tion in the following proviso: 

‘ Provided, however, That where the duties shall have 
been paid upon any goods, wares,or merchandise entered 
for consumption, said duties shall not be refunded on ex 


portation of any such goods, wares, or merchandise, with- 
out the limits of the United States,’’ 


—by striking out ‘‘have been,’’ and inserting 
‘¢ hereafter be.’’ Duties have been paid upon many 
goods heretofore, which the parties are entitled to 
have refunded. I want to avoid any conflict with 
existing rights, and make the proviso applicable 
only to ‘the duties which * shall hereafter be paid. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have to 
amendment, with the simple reservation that I do 
not mean to affirm, by agreeing to it, that the re- 
introduction of the debenture system h@ been law- 
ful. Upon that I reserve my opinion. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. [ move to amend the fourth 
section by inserting after ** merc which, 
I believe, was the point the Senator from New 
Jersey proposed to amend—the words ** except 
wheat, corn, barley, beef, and pork.’’ 

Mr. SEWARD. I will vote for that 
ment, and in saying so, | wish to make one word 
explanation. Senators have explained why 
they did not vote on the amendment of the Se: a'or 
from New Jersey, arfd w ng Bar voted a narticula 
way. I suppose it must be legitimate, therefore, 
to explain why I voted both ways. On the 
ion | voted for the amendment, and on the yeas 
and nays I voted against it, because | at fi 
posed that it would have allowed the importation 


no objectio } the 


handise 


amend 


ot 


divi 


GLOBE. 


name was called | 
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year when tt was for 
cal examination—too late 
comment u it—just before my 
ascertained that it would ex- 
the iron to be stored from the market; there- 
the ye ay nays | changed my vote 
WALKER I will explain my motives in 
an agricul 
iral region of the intry, which is removed at 


nand sto for one 


but, on crit 


ire 


make any On 


Mr 


I represent 


sidera listance, however, from the great 

. : ; 
cvgepo! of hnuportatior r the untryv—New York 
> | ’ . 
by the present system of New York improve 
ments, Canada : t into the New York 
market about three weeks earlier in the spring, 
and retains the market from three to six weeks 
later in the fall, than the country which | repre 
sent Ihe result is, that Canada is always pre 

ired ida wheat, corn, barley, and other 

. 

rt , aurea ry nthe market, and ready to 
take advantage of the best prices, in con peti ti 
with the N« iwest the Mis sissippi valley, 

i 

’ € e ot this bonding system. There 
they area dy in the market some three or four 

eeks ahead of us, after the opening of the public 
works in the sprn nd they are there after us 
the tall, on the close of navigation. The Canadiar 
stores, then, advantage of the best market 
n both seasons he market, nsequentiy, I 

ied at both extremities of the season, by the 

canadian articles which are accumulated there 
The object of the amendment ts to prevent the 
storage to be thus in competition wit ithe ae ul 
tural section of our country. 

vi HUNTER 1} ethatt exceplion wt 
be made ire d to i ul ymmodities, and 
that we sha tt t s bt »>menns of a 

ring eX! i ré ird to this matter o 

ot a W hich was adopted a lons 
} W i not vou ® extend tt 
! W e it is | e the bill wil 
tt be used as the me 3 for an effort to repea 
e@ eX tin roy i rT ra t it | nope tne 
mendment w not be eed’ to, and that no ex- 
‘ on oft ly mmodities will be made 

The yeas and nay ere ordered on the amend- 
ment 

Mr. FELCH Let the tion, as it will stand 
with the proposed amendment, read 

It A 3 read follo 

1. And t rlher ¢ ted, That all goods, w ‘res, 
ind merchandise, except wheat, corn, barley, beef, and 
pork, which may be hereafter duly entered for warehousing 
under bond, and likewise all merchandise now remaining 
n Warehouse under bond, may continue In warehouse 
without payment of duties thereupon for a period of thre 
years from t late of original importation, and may b 
withdrawn for consumption on due entry and payment of 
the duties and charges, or upon entry for exportation, 
without the payment of dutie il any time within the 
period aforesaid; in the latter case the goods to be st 
only to the payment of suc h storage and charges as may le 
due thereon Pro led, however, That where the duties 
shall hereafter be paid upon any goods, wares, or merchan 
dise entered for consumption, said dutie hall r be re 
funded on exportation of y such goods, w e ormerchan 
dise without the limit« of the United States: .4nd provide 
further, That there ehall be no abatementof the duti¢ or 
illowance made for any injur lamage, deterioration, logs 
or leakage sustaine i foods, wares, or merchandise 
whilst deposited in any public or private be mded warehoure 


tiled further 


established or recognized by tl ct: nd prot . 
That nothing herein contained shall extend the time of with 
drawing goods tor sumption beyond one year.”* 


Mr. WALKER The section agit now reads, 


30 far as my amendment affects it, 1 

‘That all goods, wares, and merchandise, which may 
be hereafter duly entered for warehousing under bond, anc 
likewise all merchand! now remaining in warehouse 
under bond, may continue in warehouse without payment 
of duties thereupon for a period of three years from the date 


thdrawn,”’ &e 
to make 


i mere handise, ex 


and may be w 


of original importation, 
I pre 
read ‘* that all 
cept 
be thus indulged 
before, or I would have gone on to remark 
upon the operation of the bondage syatem in New 
York, as making Canada a competitor with 
western interests. It is this: The provisions from 
Canada being in store in New York, can be with 
drawn for exportation without the payment of any 
duty. The Canadian dealers, watching, as they 
are of course, the markets, if they can withdraw 
and reach the foreign market, and geta good sale, 
they will do so; but if they find the pri 
our countrv, they cen compete with us 


nose the amendment the section 


, wares, an 


good 
corn, dDariey, beef, and pork,’’ shal! 
[ dict not wish to consume time 


further 


wheat, 


our 


foren 


lt ey then withdraw 


payment of duves 
sumption, pay the duties, and sell. iney are, 
conse quently, in store there ahead of the Missis 
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sippi valley with these articles, for the purpose not 
only of monopolizing the home consumption mar- 
ket, but of reaching the foreign market before us. 
It is an oppressive operation. I have long looked 
at it, and intended to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate to it, and do so intend hereafter. But at this 
time I feel #« my duty, upon this bill, to make the 
proposition to exclude these articles from the ben- 
efits which are to be given under the bill general] 

in regard to other merchandise. These are oe 
ucts of our own country. From the proximity 
of Canada, and her position in regard to the At- 


lantic sea-board, every one must know that she | 


has the advantage now in the competition with the 
Mississippi valley; and it is a matter which gen- 
tlemen can judge of very easily whether they will 
affirm this depositing system, to be thus in com- 
petition with the agricultural interests of their own 
country; or whether they will, so far as they can, 
remove the embarrassments which are in the way 
of those interests. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from Wiscon- 
sin has made so good an argument in favor of his 
amendment, that | hope he will be willing now to 
extend it, so as to include iron. I therefore pro- 


pose to amend that amendment by adding to it, | 


‘‘iron in bars, blooms, bolts, loops, pigs, slats, 
and castings.’’ If we depart at all from what I 
supposed to be the understanding when the Sena- 
tor from Virginia withdrew his opposition to the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, I hope that this amendment to the 
amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin will 
be agreed to. I hope he will agree to accept it as 
a part of his own; because, if there is any reason 
for making the exception in favor of the articles 
which he has named, the same reason applies to 
the kinds of iron which I have suggested. 


Mr. HUNTER. I think the Senator from Wis- 


consin will perceive that there can be no necessity | 


for his amendment, even upon his own view. ‘lhe 
bill proposes to extend the period of warehous- 


ing, provided that it is for exportation, for three | 


years. It does not come into competition with the 
products of his portion of the country for the do- 
mestic supply at all, 
years’ storage for exportation, it 1s not likely that 
they will store provisions for three years. That 
would be a most unlikely thing, 

Mr. CASS. That is precisely what I was go- 
ing to suggest to the honorable Senator. 

Mr. HUNTER. The only effect of the amend- 
ment will be to embarrass the bill. If it is agreed 
to, other Senators will introduce articles in which 
their States are supposed to be specially interested, 
and the result will be that we shall destroy the 
whole object of the bill. 

Mr. WALKER. I did not anticipate that the 
amendment would have much effect upon the pro- 
vision of the bill allowing storage and withdrawal 
within three years for exportation. I adverted 
to that fact, and intended to apply it in relation 
to free trade, perhaps with Canada; but I shall 
not do it. Time is too precious. But it will 
have the effect, in the other point of view, which 
1 have presented, when these articles are with- 
drawn within one year for consumption. It 
is just precisely what is desired on the part of 
Canada—that they may store here, and always 


And in regard to the three | 


have one year toavail themselves of the best mar- | 


ket, and that, too, in competition with the west- 
ern products. Of course they desire that, and 
being ahead of us in the market in spring and 
behind us in the fall, they can take advantage of 
a better market, and pay duty, and still make a 
better profit than we do. Itis against that one 
year provision that I wish the amendment to op- 
erate. 

One word in answer to the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. If I am not mistaken, his State, and 
New York, which wants this great depository, 
and the whole of New England, built their rail- 
roads with iron upon which they paid no duty. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator is mistaken, 
in regard to my State, at least. 

Mr. WALKER. There may be exceptions. 
Some of them may have begun after the free im- 
portation act was repealed; we know, however, 
that a great many of the roads were built with iron 
that paid no duty; but as soon as they accommo- 
date themselves, they want the duty on for their 

rotection. We have never had that protection; 
ut, on the other hand, we have long been embar- 


rassed by the facility with which Canada competes 
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with us in the way I have mentioned, and I de- 
sire, by the amendment, to obtain some relief from 
that. 

Mr. DAVIS. I think the Senator overrates the 
benefit of the act to which he alludes. The most 
of our railroads, in Massachusetts at least, were 
made before it took effect, and the larger portion 
of them received very little benefit from it. 
profited very little by it. 

Mr.GWIN. [shall not pursue this discussion. 
I wish the debate to stop, and the bill acted upon; 
but I want it distinctly understood, that I am not 
only opposed to the amendment of the Senator 
from Wisconsin, but I shall, during the present 
session, if possible, move to repeal all duties on 
breadstuffs. Do you suppose that it is necessary 
for the farmers of the United States to ask pro- 
tection against Canada, or ary part of the world, 
in regard to breadstuffs? In California we pay 
duties upon nearly all the flour we import there. 
We are paying enormous taxes constantly upon 
all the provisions we use there. It is a most op- 
pressive tax; and I intend to make ita point, when- 


ever I can bring the subject up with any hope of . 


success, to move to repeal all duties on breadstuffs 
throughout the United States; and also upon 
iron, if I can get it, but especially upon bread- 
stuffs. 

Mr. RUSK. It is evident that we cannot vote 
upon the bill to-day. I have given more than half 
an hour beyond the time which the Senator from 
Virginia [{Mr. Hunter] asked. I therefore move 
to postpone the further consideration of the bill to, 


and make it a special order for, to-morrow at half || 


past twelve o’clock. 


Mr. HUNTER. I admit the Senator has ex- 


tended the time for which [ asked, but I appeal to || 


him whether he will not save time by letting us 
vote upon the bill now. I think we can dispose 
of it in a few minutes. 

Mr. RUSK. We cannot possibly do it. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
vote now—let us take the vote. 

Mr. RUSK. I know we cannot get tp a vote 
now. I therefore insist on my motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will per- 
mit us to see if we cannot get a vote. 

Mr. RUSK. 0 
an hour,although there was a distinct understand- 
ing with the Senator from Virginia, that when one 


o’clock came, I should move to take up the Pa- | 


cific railroad bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. If the Senator insists, I must 
give way, for that was the understanding. 

Mr. RUSK. I know of two or three amend- 
ments which are to be offered to the bill. It is 


therefore evident that we cannot act upon it to- | 


day. 

Mr. SMITH. I will ask the Senator from 
Texas whether it will not expedite his bill to dis- 
pose of this now? It seems to me that it will. I 
think it will be better to settle this bill now. 

Mr. RUSK. I can see no possibility of voting 
upon it to-day. I feel confident it will consume 
much time. 

Mr. BADGER. 
ten minutes more. 

Mr. RUSK. Ten minutes will result in the 
same thing as the half hour, which I have already 
yielded. I will, however, agree to give ten min- 
utes longer. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Let us dispose of this amend- 
ment, and then the bill can go over, if it leads to 
discussion. 

Mr. BropHeap’s amendment to the amend- 
ment was rejected; and the question being taken 
by yeas 
resultedyeas 18, nays 29; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Clarke, Cooper, Dawson, 
Foot, Geyer, Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Miller, Mor 
ton, Pratt, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wade, 
and Waiker—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bradbury, Bright, 
Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Charlton, Chase, Clemens, De 
Saussure, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fitz- 


Makea compromise, and give 


| patrick, Gwin, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jones of fowa, | 
Mallory, Norris, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Sumner, Tou- 


cey, and Weller—29. 
So it was rejected. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate as 


amended, the amendments were concurred in, the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 


ing, and was read a third time, and passed. 


STEAMSHIP ALBATROSS. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the Senate, asin 


We 


We are ready to take the | 


I have been sitting here for half 


d nays on Mr. Wacker’s amendment, | 
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| Committee of the W bole, proceeded to consider the 
bill authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue a register to the American-built steamshj 
| Albatross. It proposes to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue a register to Simeon Dra. 
er, a citizen of New York, for the steamship A]. 
eee: which had been sold to a citizen of Great 
Britain, and reconveyed to Simeon Draper. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. It was read a third time ang 
passed, 


COLONIZATION IN NORTH AMERICA, 


Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to give notice that ] 

| shall,on Monday next, call up the joint resolution 

submitted by the honorable Senator from Michj- 

_ gan, [Mr. Cass,] declaratory of the views of the 
United States respecting colonization on the North 
American continent by European Powers, and re. 

| specting the Island of Cuba. My health has been 
so bad that I have not been able to be here durine 
the discussion on it. I shall, therefore, move on 
Monday to take it up, and ask the courtesy of the 
Senate to be heard on it. 

Mr. CASS. In relation to that, I will observe, 
that the Senator has done what I have not been 
able to d@the last two days. Yesterday was the 
day assigned for the consideration of that resolu. 
tion. For one,1l am determined not to let it be 
passed over, but shall endeavor to have the decis- 

| ion of the Senate upon it. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the ** bill for the pro- 
‘tection of the emigrant route and a telegraphic 
‘line, and for an overland mail between the Mis- 

‘ souri river and the settlements in California and 
_* Oregon.”’ 

The pending question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Bropueap to the amendment reported from 
the Select Committee, to strike out all after the 

| word **that,’’ and insert: 

‘<The Secretary of War be, and he is hereby authorized, 
under the direction of the President of the United States, 
to employ such portion of the Corps of Topographical En- 
gineers, and sueh other persons as he may deem necessary, 
to make such explorations and survey as he may deem ad- 
visable, to ascertain the most practicable and economical 
route for a railroad from the Mississippi river to the Pacific 
ocean; and that the sum of $100,000 be, and the same is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to defray the expenses of such ex- 
plorations and survey. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in making such 
explorations and survey, the engineers and other persons 
employed under the authority of this act, may be directed 
to act in concert with any engineers, or other persons ein- 
ployed by any individual or individuals, association or as- 
sociations, for the same general object; and the Secretary 
of War is hereby authorized and required to receive pro- 
posals from individuals, or associations, for the construction 
of a railroad between the valley of the Mississippi aud the 
Pacific ocean, and to lay the same before Congress at the 
next session.’? 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, when we ad- 
journed yesterday, I intimated that I would rep! 
to some of the objections and arguments whic 

| had been urged in opposition to this bill. That! 
shali do with great brevity, noticing only those ob- 
jections which are most material. The first which 
I shall notice is, that there has not been made a 
proper preliminary survey, and thata suitable re- 
connoissance has not been had; and consequently, 
|| that the Senate, if they legislate upen this subject, 
will do it without that information which is neces- 
sary to intelligent action. I admit the full force of 
this reasoning; I admit that reconnoissances and 
| surveysare necessary—are indispensable before the 
' railroad is constructed. It would be idle to look 
for action upon any other principle. But if I can 
show that suitable provision is made with regard 
to all these matters in the bill before the Senate— 
provisions as ample and as complete in their char- 
acter as those proposed by the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bropuzap|—then I ap- 
prehend the necessity which exists in his mind for 
the amendment will be removed, and much time 
saved, which is a circumstance of great import- 
ance, since the completion of the road is remote, 
under the most favoring circumstances. 

Sir, in order to show you that the interest of the 
country is properly protected in this respect, and 
| that nothing is to be done unwisely or rashly, 
| ask the attention of the Senate to the provisions 
| which are made with regard to it. In the first 
| place, the President is authorized to contract with 
|| a company to construct thisroad. But heis him- 
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self authorized to fix the ter mini at the eastern and 
western extremities of the route. When he es- 
tablishes those termini, he is required by the 
terms of the bill to take into consideration certain 
and among them these: He is to have re- 
‘ to the expense of constructing the road, to 
the grades of the road, to thecommerce and inter- | 
course of the whole country, and also to the de- 
fense and protection of the country. He is not | 
authorized to fix those termini without taking | 
‘nto consideration all these facts. The President 
is also authorized to establish, or, in other words, 
to locate, the points in the passes of the mountains | 
where the road shall go through them. And he 
is alike required, when he establishes these points, 
to take into consideration, first the expense, sec- 
ond the grades, and lastly, the commerce and in- 
ercourse, the protection, and defense of the coun- 
try. ; 
“Well, sir, when you sum up these provisions, 
they amount to this: that he cannot establish the 
termini, nor the pass in the mountains without, 
in the first place, "having estimated the expense of 
the route selected, and taken a comparative view 
of the expense of the different places where a pas- 
sage is deemed practicable through the mountains. 
He cannot establish the point to pass to the mount- 
ains without, in the first place, ascer@aining the 
grades by which it is to pass. Then the provi- 
sions of the bill require certain other things of a 
more general nature. The President is to estab- 
lish a road which shall accommodate the com- 
merce and the intercourse of the whole country, 
while he looks also to its defense and protection. 
This, itis perfectly evident upon the face of things, 


facts, 


gard 





cannot be done without preliminary surveys, and | 
surveys of a suitable and proper character; sur- | 
veys which shall bring to the President all the in- 

formaaon which is necessary to enable him to per- | 


form tnis duty. 

But, Mr. President, this is not all the security 
which we have that proper reconnoissances and 
surveys will be seasonably made. The President 
is to contract with acompany. Every gentleman 
must be satisfied that no company can contract 
until they understand the facts which result from 
the reconnoissances and surveys. No company 
can contract with intelligence, and protect their 
own interests, until they make an estimate of the 
expense; and no company can determine that any 
route from here to the Pacific is a practicable 
route, and can be used as such with successful 
economy after the road is constructed, until they 
have all this preliminary information. Then, sir, 
on this point you have a twofold protection, 
larger, broader, and more complete in its character, 
than that proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania; you have a concurrent interest, that 
of the company on the one hand, and that of the 
country on the other, both desiring alike the same 

information, and the same information being alike 
indispensable to both before specific and final 
measures are adopted. 

I need not, Mr. President, go into a more elab- 
orate argument to prove that ample provisions are 


made for a preliminary survey, and that there is | 


no danger of acting hastily or inconsiderately upon 
this subject. The bill gives to you ample protec- 
tion. 

The next objection which is urged with some 
degree of zeal, is, that the bill is uncertain. Some 
gentlemen have said that it is unlimited in its char- 
acter. Well, if it be so, it is very easy to strip it 
of that character by amendments. But I appre- 
hend that gentlemen who take that position take 
an untenable one, as they will find nothing in the 
bill to countenance it when they read and analyze 


it. Let meask the Senate to what we commit our- 
In the first | 


selves by the provisions of this bill ? 
place, where the road passes through States, there 
is a grant of alternate sections of land twelve miles 
in width—six miles wide on each side of the 
road—and where it passes through Territories, 
there is a grant of alternate sections of land of 
twice that quantity, or twenty-four miles in width. 

Now, is there anything indistinct, indefinite, 
uncertain, in this? Can anything be more abso- 
lutely certain? Cannot every individual compre- 
hend and understand the full extent and character 
of the grant? I apprehend that no gentleman 
need be at a loss on this point. 

The bill proposes next that the President may 
issue scrip of the United States, to an amount not 
exceeding $20,000,000, upon terms and conditions 


, mentioned in the bill. That scrip, the bill pro- 
vides, shall run for fifty years, and bear interest 
at the rate of five per cent. All this is sufficiently 

| certain; it is all easily and readily comprehended 

by any gentleman. But mark you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, this is the outward limit of the power of the 

President. He has a right to propose to contract- 

ors these two considerations, and nothing else. 

He has no power by which he can transcend these 

limits, or do more than proffer these considerations 

to the company. Buthe hasa discretion the other 
way, to contract upon more favorable terms. And 
the country has all the urity which springs 
from considerations which | am about to mention. 
The President is required to make an advertise- 
ment of his purpose to contract throughout the 
country, by publishing in two papers of the largest 
circulation, in each Stat e inviting, in the most 
public manner, any and all persons to make him 
an offer, founded upon Be terms proposed in this 
bill, to execute the work. Is there no security in 
the competition itself that arises in this matter? 

May we not trust, with some degree of certainty, 
that men of intelligence, acquainted with under- 
takings of this kind, wi!l come forward and pro- 
ose terms which they think secure for themselves ? 

if they cannot come within the limits prescribed 

by this act, they cannotcomeatall. The country 
has this de ‘ree of security, then, on that point, 
that the bids for the contract will probab ily be 
made on as paneeiedlilé lereen as it can be afforded. 

If it can be done a less wnets than the sum 

named, there will, beyond doubt, be persons who 

will seek thec Pee t on terms more favorable to 
the United States. 

In addition to this, the President of the United 
States is to appoint a time for opening the sealed 
proposals of such persons as see fit to make propo- 
|| sitions to contract; and he is to give the work to 
|| that bidder who proposes the most favorable terms, 
if satisfied of his ability to go on and execute the 
work, and if he can furnish the guarantees which 
the bill requires. Now, is there, in all this, any- 
thing unlimited—is there any thing uncertain—is 
there anything doubtful in its character? I ap- 
prehend there is nothing. 

The next objection made to the bill is, that it 
proposes to invest this company, who may under- 
take the work, with corporate powers. This 
seems to have excited very ‘great alarm in the 
minds ofsome Senators. ‘They look upon a cor- 
poration as 

66 a monster, of so frightful mien, 
As to be hated, needs but to be 


sec 





seen.” 


Sir, this corporation seems to be, in their judg- 
ment, a Trojan horse, filled with armed men; and 
we who come here to support this bill as volun- 
tarily prostrating the walls of the citadel to let the 
monster in, that those concealed in it 7 prey 
upon the confiding and unsuspicious. But, My. 
President, I think alittlecalmer view of this subject 


this evil. The proposition in this bill is to confer 

upon this company the corporate powers which 

are daily conferred on those who undertake to 

construct railroads. If there be a State in this 

|, Union that has not had the rashness, the temerity, 
to create just such corporations, | do not know 
which State it is. It is, certainly, a fact that just 
such corporations exist in nearly ‘all, if not all, the 
States of the Union, created by the legislative 
authority of those States. 

This matter has been experimented upon suffi- 
ciently to test its safety and tts exemption from the 
appalling consequences which have been depicted 
by some Senators. These States go on from year 
to year, every time their Legislatures are in ses- 
sion, making more or less grants of thie kind; and 
if there be a railroad made in this wide country 
which has not been constructed by a corporation, 

| created for that purpose, I bndw not where it is. 
The danger resulting from a corporation seems to 
spring entirely trom the character of its paternity. 
If it be within a State, its claws are cut, its teeth 
are drawn; if it be a work of the United States, it 





defilement. The only question here is, whether 
this work shal! be done by a corporation, or done 
by the direct act of the Government, if it is done 
at all. I ama little surprised, | confess, to find 
|| both of my friends from Pennsylvania making a 
demonstration against this measure, because it is 
| to be done through the instrumentality of a cor- 

poration. They speak of their own experience, 





will greatly modify their idea of the marnitude of 


becomes a savage monster, full of evil and full of 
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es] pecially the one that spoke ae f[Mr. Brop- 
HEAD.] ‘He spoke of his diszust at the measures 
which were used to bring down - 
tion upon the I do not suppose that my 
friend intended that the Sene understand 
that any corporation is answerable for these acts 
for they are the work of the State itself 

Sir, the State of Pennsylvania 
carry forward a system of 


ressive taxa- 
’ 

peopie. 

te should 


’ 


undertook to 


internal improveme nts, 





and out of that fact grew all the difficulties and 
the oppressive debt of which my friend complains; 
and I should have thought that long since, the ex- 
ample of his own State would have taught him 
this lesson, at least: that a corporation is much 
safer than the State itse lf, and much less iab] to 
deal corru Pt tly. I do not doubt the truth of all 
the honorable centleman said, that a great and 
unnecessary debt has been created in his State, 
but it was through the instrumentality and man- 
agement of the State itself. I will ask him now, 
if he has any allegations to make of dangerous 
influence or corruptions in any railroad corpora- 
tion existing within his State? I ask him whether 
he is willing to rise and say that any corporation 
there is so defiled with corruption : 3 to set an ex- 
ample which is offensive to thecommunity? Why, 


val if we are to go to either of the two me des, that 
by means of a corporation, or that of the Gov- 
ernment itself, for the construction of a railroad, 
the former is infinitely preferable to the latter, be- 
we all know from our experience and obser- 
vation, and we might know by reasoning a priori, 
that, if the Government undertakes, by its own 
immediate exercise of power, to carry such a 
work under its own direction and su; 


cause 


on 


erintendence, 
abuses will creep in, and that it will become a po- 
litical engine necessarily. That is precisely the 
ovjection made to a corporauion, and yet how in- 
finitely vreater are the abuses under the manage- 
ment of a Government itself than those which 
arise under the management of any ec rporation 
whatever. 
W hat is it feared this monster corporation will 
do? I should be very greatly obliged to gentiemen 


if they will point out the probable abuses which 
will grow out of the power — to be vested 
in it. Wel sayll fs substantially, 


near gentiemen 
that a corporation of that sort will come here and 


control Congress itself—having a power greater 
and higher than the Legislature of the nation. | 
should like to have gentlemen point out the pro- 


cess by which that 1s to be done; L should like to 
see the means exposed by which such res 
to be produced. I 
the of the 
they are to exist necessarily in a 
sort; and if not a way of 
evils predicted, it will be 
have that which so manifest pointed 
that we may be admonished by it, and 
whether a purer and better course 
adopte d—one more free from the objections raised 
here, and one which shall be carried forward more 
to the satisfaction of the country 

My honorable friend from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
Coorer] likened this bill to Fox’s Es 
Well, sir, Fox’s East India bill is 


ults are 
should be rratified to see both 
sources power and the corruption, if 
body of that 
there be avoiding the 


' 
some consolation to 


seems out, 
inquire 


cannot be 


ist India bill. 
an old aflair. 


My learning does not extend to its provisions; but 
it goes far enough to inform me that there is no 
similarity between them. What was the East 


India Company? It was a corporation clothed 
with such vast powers and resources that it planted 
itself in a foreign land, and exercised a complete 
monopoly of all the trade and commerce connect- 
ed with it. Among therights which they claimed 
and exercised was that of sovereignty. ‘They 
tablished and maintained civil government. They 
raised revenues, maintained large armies, declared 
war, conquered principality after principality, 
made treaties, and have advanced by one aggres- 
sion after another, till they have subjected to their 
dominion the vast territory which they now pos- 
inhabited by from two to three hundred mil- 
Réne of people. This was the character of the 
great East IndiaCompany. At the time of which 
the Senator spe iks, they had these en! urged pow- 
ers of trade and civil government, but they have 
been since modified, and the Crown now appoints 
the governor. But, sir, they held and exercised, 
during the existence of their earlier charters, a 
complete monopoly, holding all the grade of the 
country within their own power and contro! 
| Mr. COOPER. Willthe Senator from Massa- 
chusetts allow me to ask him one q 


ex- 


sess, 


reetion * 
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Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. COOPER. ‘The Senator sirys the company 
had the power originally to raise armies. { wish 
to ask him if the company did not usurp the pow- 
er, and if it was by the direction of the ¢ rown 
that the power was exercised? Itis just such a 
rower as that against which I protest. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the gentleman. I 
say that whatever of opposition there may have 
been to the exercise of that power, Great Britain 
holds every foot of the land to this day, and 
every subject conquered, and under the authority 
and dominion of the Crown, too. They reaped 
the profit which came out of the usurpations of 
the ase India Company, if the gentleman calls it 
a usurpation, The Government sanctioned the 
acts 

Mr. COOPER. Merely because the company 
could control the legislation of Great Britain. — 

Mr. DAVIS. Very well. All I wish to say 
with regard to this is, that I referred to the re 
mark of the Senator from Pennsylvania for no 
purpose except to show that there is not the 
slightest semblance of similarity between the prop- 
ositions in this billand the existence of the East 
India Company, and that that cannot be fairly, 
and in the exercise of candor, quoted as an illus- 
tration of the probable conduct of this company 
in the exercise of any power they may have. : 

These are the principal objections, as I under- 
stand them, which have been urged against this 
bill. There may be others, but I shall leave them 
unnoticed, as I wish to say a word ortwo on the 
merits of the question itself. Mr. President, when 
I turn my attention to the great valley of the Mis- 
sissippi, and remember that many men are now 
living born while that great valley was yet a soli- 
tary wilderness, the haunt of beasts of prey and 
of savages, a wild, uncultivated, yet a fertile re- 
gion; when I reflect, sir, that there meanders 
through that great valley to drain it a river four 
thousand miles in leneth, of a magnitude commen- 
surate with its great territory, swelled into a ma- 
jestic current by its great and numerous tributa- 
ries; and when I further see that there are now 
millions of inhabitants living in freedom and in 
abundance upon this fair territory, [am naturally 
led to inquire how this has been accomplished ? 
How the obstacles placed in the way by nature, 
and discouraging occupancy and settlement, have 
been surmounted? and how this vast expanse, 
large enough for an empire, and capable of sus- 
taining a population of a hundred and fifty mil- 
lions, has been subjected to the use of man? 

Sir, within the memory of many men now liv- 
ing—within the memory of many Senators in this 
Chamber—it was a problem whether these great 
rivers could be turned into highways for the uses 
of commerce. ‘The voyage down was the facilis 
descensus; the voyage upwards was the labor of 
Sisyphus; and it remained a problem whether the 
dificulty in the upward voyage could be over- 
come, and this country filled with inhabitants, until 
the application of steam to navigation was discov- 
ered. That great discovery came contemporane- 
ously with the wants of our people. It made the 
ascending navigation both easy and expeditious 
and has poured millions into that happy territory. 
All the great and strong currents of these mighty 
rivers have been conquered and subjected to the 
use of man. But since that day, our boundary 
upon Texas has been taken up and carried south 
to the Gulf, and placed there. Our be indary has 
also been carried West to the Rio del Norte and 
to the Pacific ocean; and we have added enough 
nearly to double the territory of the country. 

And now, sir, almost contemporaneous with this 
acquisition, comes the locomotive to enable us to 
pass with equal facility this broad expanse of 
plain and mountain between the Mississippi river 
and the shores of the Pacific. These two discov- 
eries seem like the cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night guiding us onward in the path of 
duty that lies before us. Sir, they afford just the 
means, and are developed just at the moment when 
there is a necessity for binding these numerous 
members of the Union in one great, harmonious 
fraternity of States. And, sir, they seem to be 
the only means which are adequate to so great a 
purpose; and if we were back in an age less phil- 
osophical amd more devout than that in which we 
live, we should proclaim that the hand of Provi- 
dence was in it. 


Now, sir, the path is open for us, and there is 


but one way by which a country so extensive, and 
so diversified in its interests as this is, can be bound 
together. It is by means of commerce and inter- 
course. It is by facilitating the intereommunica- 
tion; and, sir, this affords us the means of binding 
the whole, not only in the fraternal bonds of the 
Union, but by all the ties of interest and affection. 
Sir, we need this road, as a thing indispensable to 
our peace and tranquillity. We need it, in the first 
place, to give greater dispatch to intercourse. We 
wish to havea more rapid intercommunication than 
we have, both for safety and convenience. We 
need it, also, for commercial purposes. 

The gentleman from Virginia said this morning 
that the bill under consideration (the warehouse 
bill) was a matter of great moment and import- 
ance, because it concentrated commerce at the great 
points of New York and San Franciséo, which 
are,in his opinion, the two great centralizing points 
of business. Sir, 1am aware of that; but if we 
look a little further into the future, and make a 
wise use of the means which are in our hands, the 
electric telegraph and other facilities for intercom- 
munication, together with the gold upon the Pa- 
cific coast, it will be seen that the tendency to- 
wards this centralization of trade and commerce 
is more rapid and more powerful than it ever has 
been at any moment of time in our history. The 
gravitating point, which has long been in Europe, 
is now tending, under these influences, towards 
this country, and is working out a revolution in 
the channels of commerce. We lie between Asia 
on the one hand and Europe upon the other, and 
natural causes are codperating with other things to 
hasten this centralization of trade, and will go on 
with a power that will astonish the whole world. 

We need this communication to harmonize our 
own system, to make it strong, to give it unity of 
character and strength. But, sir, we need this 
road for other reasons. We heard the eloquent 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Stockton] expa- 
tiating largely upon the necessity of a Navy—a 
Navy to protect our country upon the Pacific. 
Well, sir, | am not prepared to say that he is not 
right about it; but in my judgment, sir, this meas- 
ure is quite as important, and ultimately designed 
to be infinitely more so, than the Navy itself. If 
we would give strength and security to Cali- 
fornia; if we would render these possessions secure 
against aggression from all quarters, let the world 
understand that in ten days we can transfer sea- 
men and soldiers from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
There is something in that more effective, more 
powerful in bringing the whole strength of the 
Union together to coéperate, than there can be in 
the construction and equipment of armed vessels. 
It places the means of defense within our control, 
whenever and wherever needed. 

But, sir, that is not all. We have a treaty with 
Mexico, and we are bound to suppress the ag- 
gressions of the Indian tribes upon her. We have 
pledged our faith to this; and now, in my judg- 
ment, there is no way in which you can execute 
that treaty socheaply and so effectually as through 
the instrumentality of this road, and you have no 


such effective means of overawing and keeping in | 


subjection the tribes upon the route. Every gen- 
tleman can see, that if a military force is wanted, 
if the exigencies of the country demand it, it can 
be transported in a few days, at any time, to any 
point in the country which is near the line. We 
need this road, then, for these reasons, and we 
need it for another that is greater thanall. Itisa 
passage through our own territory, under our own 
jurisdiction, under and subject to our will. In our 
intercourse with this now remote country, we pass 
through tgrritory that is under foreign jurisdiction; 


and will any one say that it is expedient in time | 
of trouble and of hostilities to depend upon the | 
caprice, the mercy, or faith of any country, to | 
pass through it armed men and other means of | 
This sort of dependence has | 
been a topic of difficulty from the commencement | 


defense? No, sir. 


of itdown to this time. It is much discussed in 
this body, and we are called upon to put on our 
armor and assert our rights, because some com- 
pany is dissatisfied with the management of the 
Government of Mexico; and much of the diffi- 


culty which sprung up in regard to the Mosquito | 


kingdom, which gave birth to the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty, grew out of the fact that we came into pos- 
session of territory on the Pacific. No sooner 
had we made a treaty with Mexico, by which we 


‘acquired this country, than the Mosquito king, 
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under the direction of his protector, Great Bri. 
tain, took up the line which had hitherto circum. 
scribed the southern limits at Blewfield’s Poin; 
and carried it forward to embrace the mouth of 
the river San Juan, that being one of the termin; 
of the Nicaraguan route from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. Great Britain sent a ship to that place to 
give notice that, unless that port, which was c 
port of entry, and had been for fifty years, firs, 
under the Spanish Government, and then under 
Nicaragua, was peaceably vacated in two months 
they would take possession of the country, The 
day came. The feeble people there could do noth. 
ing. An English frigate was sent there, under 
the Mosquito flag, with an Englishman on board 
acting as the counsellor of the king, and they took 
forcible possession of the country. Asthey could 
find no Mosquito kingdom on the Pacific side, 
they took forcible possession of Tigre Island, 
without any such covert proceeding, and thus com. 
manded the two outlets of this passage across, 

Now [ shall let these matters take care of them- 
selves. I only state these historical facts, to show 
you, sir, and the Senate, the eagerness with which 
those interested to do it stir up difficulty, whey 
we go into foreign countries for rights of this de. 
scription, There is no security in them. Iam 
against tle whole policy of such dependence, | 
am not opposed to private gentlemen going there, 
and making such contracts as they see fit, and if 
they can build rival highways, and give greater 
facilities to the public, I shall be glad of it; but for 
ourselves as a people, let us have a road within 
our own jurisdiction, one that, under all exigencies 
and all circumstances, we can depend upon for the 
business and intercourse which grows up between 
the different portions of the Union. Sir, I did not 
intend to go beyond speaking of the objections 
made to this bill; I did not intend to go largely 
into a discussion of the subject. I believe I have 
accomplished the object I had in view; and I shall, 
for the present, leave the discussion to be continued 
by others. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I have made up 
my mind to vote in favor of this bill, as reported 
by the Senator from Texas, and I am desirous of 
doing what little | can to perfect its details. But 
there is one clause in it which, it seems to me, is 
too vague and indefinite, and with a view to make 
it explicit, I wish to move to amend the substitute 
reported by the committee, in its third section, by 
striking out the words: 

‘* And in cases where the public domain adjacent to the 
said road may not be sufficient to enable the Governmentto 
earry into effect the above provisions, then, and in that 
event, any deficiency which may exist shall be supplied from 
the public domain nearest the point at which such deficiency 
shall exist, and be selected in alternate sections as afore- 
said.*’ 

I think that if it is necessary to retain this pro- 
vision, other language should be used. 

Mr. CHASE. I wish to inquire whether it is 
in order now to offer an amendment, until the 
amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
shall have been disposed of.- The original propo- 
sition before the Senate was bill No. 396, ‘‘ for the 
‘ protection of the emigrant route and a telegraphic 
‘line, and for an overland mail between the Mis- 
‘ souri river and the settlements in California and 
‘Oregon,’’ to which bill the Select Committee has 
reported an amendment. To that amendment the 
Senator from Pennsylvania has offered an amend- 
ment; and the first amendment cannot be amended, 
according to the rules which govern the practice 
of the Senate, until that question shall have been 
It seems to me very desirable that the 
question should be taken upon that amendment at 
once, as soon as Senators have expressed their 
judgment upon it, in order that we may determine 
whether or not the Senate will at this session con- 
sider a bill for the actual construction of a rail- 
road to the Pacific, and the incorporation of a 
company for that purpose. 

The amendment of the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania, as now modified, provides for three things: 


| in the first place for surveys and explorations be- 


fore the final selection of any route; in the second 
place, that these surveys shall be made, if in the 
judgment of the President of the United States it 
shall seem expedient, in concert with engineers 
employed by individuals or associations; and ir 
the third place, that when those surveysand exjror 
ations shall have been made, the result thereof 
shall be laid before Congress at the next session. 

Mr. SMITH. If the honorable Senator will 
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t me, I will make a suggestion. I do not 
wish to embarrass the deliberations of the Senate 
with any question of order; I will therefore with- 
iraw this amendment for the present, but I ask, 
.g it is an important one, that I may have the 
»nanimous consent of the Senate to have it printed, 
and laid upon the table informally. 
"Mr. RUSK. It seems to me the point of order 
early with the Senator from Connecticut. 
The amendment proposed by the Select Commit- 
toe is to strike out all after the enacting clause of 
he bill and insert a substitute. We can amend 
vat substitute before taking the final vote on the 
mendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
h is to strike out all of the committee’s amend- 
ment and insert another proposition. It seems to 
me that, according to the rules, the question can- 
t. be taken on his amendment while there is a 
oposition to amend any portion that is left of the 
iginal proposition. But when an amendment is 
fered to strike out a part and insert other words, 
at is in order; and that question is first to be 
iken before the question on Striking out all. It 
seerns to me that there can be no doubt about that. 

Mr. SMITH. As it isthe opinion of the hon- 
orable chairman of the Select Committee that this 
amendment of mine is in order, and as it ig highly 

portant, as I conceive, that the bill should be 
perfected in all its details, so that the Senate may 
have distinctly before them the question of prefer- 
ence between the plan of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania and that reported by the Select Commit- 
ee, | will renew the amendment. 

Mr. CHASE. Then I would ask whether that 
amendment is in order, and I desire that that ques- 
tion shall be decided by the Chair. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. De Savus- 
sure in the chair.) The Chair is of opinion that 
the amendment of the Senator from Connecticut is 
not in order. 

Mr. SMITH. I yield, sir; but [ ask unanimous 
consent to move that the amendment which I pro- 
pose be ordered to be printed. 

There being no objection, that order was made. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to say a few words 
on the proposition before the body, which I con- 

ider to be important, and which arises out of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania. I am decidedly in favor of that amend- 
ment, and I wish to give briefly to the Senate and 
to the country, the reasons for my preference in 
its favor. [t has been justly stated that there has 
never before been started in any Government in 
the civilized world, any measure of internal im- 
provement so magnificent or so extensive as this. 
Sure I am that in point of magnitude, this is a 
very great and a very extraordinary measure. 
But that is not one of my objections, or one of the 
reasons which I assign for the course which I am 
ibout to pursue, although it might be considered 
a strong reason why I should pursue that course. 

Mr. President, do we understand this subject in 
all itslength and breadth? Do we comprehend 
the consequences that are to grow out of this 
measure? Have we any facts before us that will 
authorize us to act understandingly? I have been 
taught by my experience in this body that you 
will not appropriate a thousand dollars for the im- 
provement of a river or a harbor, unless you have 
asurvey and estimate beforehand. You will not 
commit the Government to the expenditure of 
money in that way, until you know the facts upon 
which the expenditure is to be based. Then shall 
we, when a subject of this immense magnitude is 
before us, suffer ourselves, within the! ast twenty- 
four or twenty-five days of the expiration of the 
ast session of this Congress, to be driven into the 
adoption of a measure from which we shall not be 
permitted to retract? Yet that is the course now 
presented for our action. 

I wish to ask one question for information. 
Why has this bill been drawn in these terms? 
Why shall Congress pledge itself to this course 
now? Why shall we place power in the hands 
of the President to carry the work into execution 
whenever there shall be presented to him the sur- 
vey upon which he must act, and those estimates 
in relation to the cost and practicability of cutting 
through the mountain passes spoken of by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, which must be pre- 
sented to his mind before he can honestly ‘decide ? 
Why do we not wait for that information our- 
selves? Why do we not pursue the course which 
has been hitherto adopted by this body in making 
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appropriations for all works of iriternal improve- 
ment? 

Mr. RUSK. If the Senator wants 
I will furnish it immediately. 
make such a proposition, 

Mr. DAWSON. I} 
Senator is similar to that 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. RUSK. I have another and av 
stantial one. I hope the 
allow me to explain 

Mr. DAWSON. I will give way to the] 


orable Senator, if he will be brief. 


in answer 
wm : 

he reason why I 
is this—— 

reason of the 
the Se, itor 


resume the 


riven by 


I l ry sub 
honorable Senator will 





Mr. RUSK. I shall be brief. The bill a 
stands, provides fora general I e ti 
location shall be made by the President: and when 
that survey shall have been made, he is to adver 
tise for proposals, and then there is to be a more 
minute survey. If you merely pass a bill fora 


survey, without making provision for contracts 
for doing the work, what will be the result? I 
will show you. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
to make a speech. 

Mr. RUSK. I wish to 
an appropriation was made in the year 1849 fora 
survey for this very road, and we have re eived no 
information in regard to it. 


I cannot yield to the Senator 


show the Senator that 


Mr. D AWSON. [ Wi h the Se ator yuld 
refer me to that act 

Mr. RUSK. lI can find it in a moment, in the 
ninth volume of laws, which I have before me 


but as the Senator insists on going on without 2 
ing me an opportunity to explain, I will yield to 
him, and make my explanation after he shall have 
got through. 

Mr. DAWSON. This bill involves the largest 
appropriation of any bill that has ever been pre- 
sented to Congress from the foundation of 
Government, not even exce any war appro- 
priations at any time; and the magnitude of the 
appropriation, | suppose, is to be considered a 
pledge for the purpose ofcarrying the road t! 


the 


nti 
DLN 


through, 


| whether its practicability shall be ascertained or 


not. We ought to hesitate long before we adopt 
such a proposition. We should move cautiously 
and prudently before we th involve ourselves. 
I have taken some p Lil certain what is the 
amount of the appropriation involved in this bill. 
The lands proposed to be appropriated amount to 
fifty millions of acres, according to my calcula- 
tion; and besides that, there isa money appropria- 


; to 


| tion, in five per cent. bonds, of $20,000,000. This 


bill also involves an increase of the Army of the 
United States, and a most tremendous expendi- 
ture will be created by that increase of the Army, 
growing out of the character of the « ountry through 
which you are about to run this road. 

Mr. RUSK. I want the gentleman to point out 
that line of the bill which increases the Army. 

Mr. DAWSON. I will. The President of the 
United States, according to the last 
bill, is required to protect the laborers upon this 
line, or these lines, for there is to be a line of rail- 
road and telegraph. 


section of the 


Mr. RUSK. W5ll that increase the Army? 

Mr. DAWSON. Does not the gentleman per- 
ceive that we pledge ourselves by this clause to 
protect those who are employed in the construc 


tion of this road, and have wea force large enough 
now in the Army that we can call into action, and 
place upon that line, which is at least three thou- 
sand miles long? The State of Texas at this time 
has nearly one half of the active soldiers of the 
United States within its borders. 

Mr. RUSK. Weare not half protected. 

Mr. DAWSON. And yet I understand the zen- 
tleman to say that there are not half enough there. 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir; I we are half 
protected. 
~ Mr. DAWSON. There are eighteen military 
stations now within the limits of Texas to protect 
her people from the marauding tribes of Indians. 

This road is to runthrough a wilderness 
three thousand miles. How are the laborers on 
the line of the road to be protected with our pres- 
ent Army? Why, sir, Congress would be called 
upon to increase the Army, in order to send men 
along the line to protect the laborers,and we should 


say not 


of ove r 


| be asked, probably, to establish stations at least 


thirty miles apart, and perhaps every twenty miles; 
and will not that increase the Army? If we pass 
the bill of the Senator from Texas as it now is, 
how can we retire from this obligation that we 
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incur by our own action? Will the bill not 

volve an immense expenditure of money, for 

purpose of increasing the Army in the way | hav 
Let us look at what this Territory 
I wish to lay the facts before the 
e the country It costs this 
ernment now for the expense of the transporta 
tion for necessary supplies for the army in New 


Mexico, and in California, a large amount 


suggested ? 
costs us now 
Senate and befor Gov 


. Ol of 
money. The expenditure is a very great propo 
whole Arm) t 
How will you ge 
which is to be stat 


thousa id miles throu rl 


tion of t 


Sraiaiibe’ thane ean 


will be the cost of 


will there be to the 
will be necessary t 


soldiers in the wi 





ive 
vish us to pl re | oO 
which the Treasury of the country rrepared 
Why sh uld rentiemen seek to urry it thro rh, 
right or wrong, without letting us know the 
facts in the case? 

Here our public faith is to be pledged { he 
performance of this work Will not this m- 
pany call upon you to redeem it—to stand | y your 
pledge? To whom is this pledge to be made i 
the contractors. The Senator from Massachusetts 
called them a corporation—a company. They ar 


ration or a company until 
ie I J 
The contractors 


m the Government makes the 


not to compose a cor 
after the completion of the road. 
I 


are the men to wh 


pledge to appropriate fifty millions of acres of 
public land, and $20,000,000 In five per cent 
bonds; and then you are to give them the prote 
tion of the Arm r of tl e United States in order t 
enable them to keep their men at work on a line 
of road of from two to three thousand miles 
There may be three or four hundred distinct men 
who make thes e conu ts- | erh uf ; three or four 
thousand may be engaged in the matter 

A Senator. Have you read the bill 

Mr. DAWSON | have 

Mr. RUSK. The Senator must have forgot 
a great deal of He has just stated that 
millions of ac res of land ire to be rrarnted to 


company. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. That is thirty 
lions too much : 
Mr. DAWSON Do I understand my friend 
from Kentucky to Ly that the 
thirty-five millions of acres 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. No, sir: | say that i 
the amount of the Senator’s mistake According 
to my calculation, it grants fiftes 
hundred and sixty thousand acres 
Mr. RUSK. Ac 


amount granted is 


1 muio! three 


ording to my cal ition, the 
about fourteen mul! 4 yt 
acres. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


er \ 
Gentlemen make their « 1. 





lation upon the basis that the road is to be two 
thousand miles long [ count the length of the 
road from the Missis pi to San Fra 
three thousand five hundr | mii nal | 
your irvey shall made, and your est 
resented in relation the windu which th 
road will have to makein ot} i nthe mount 
un passes, you will find that it will be per! | 
longer than this. I may be wi in this est 
mate, Dut the Senator from P: insylvania [Mi 
Coorer| Ll 1 myself made it irefully. W 
fivured it out, and I believe we are corre: 

Mr. COOPER. I think we are right in the 
number of miles, at any rate. 

Mr. DAWSON. Yes, sir, I have no doub 
it. But again; have we ascertained by @ survey 
what is the character of the country? Do we 
know how great an extent of the route thre gh 
which we propose that the road shall pass has no 
wood, no timver, no ma If y which you can 
make bridges to pass the streams Llow are you 
to get provisions for your soldiers along tha line, 
when they shall the | ect he orer ) 
their work? You will have to « arry ull one 
visions, perhaps, for thousands of mile Are 
to actin the dark, without information as tos 
of these points ? Let the amendment f th Se 
from Pennsylvania be adopted; let the survey} 
which it calls for be made; let the whole of 
facts then come before Congress, and we 
know what to do Are we to go into a meas 2 
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of this sort without a survey and estimate, when, 
if we had before us a bill appropriating for rivers 
and harbors, we would not appropriate a single 
dollar for any work without a previous survey and 
estimate? You, Mr. President, [Mr. De Saussure 
occupying the chair,] would not ask an appro- 
priation for a river or @ harbor in your State 
without a previous survey and estimate. Where 
je there a railroad, within any of the States of the 

Tnion, that has been builtor undertaken without 
a previous survey and estimate? Where is the le- 
gislative body that has ever been called upon to vote 
on such a heavy appropriation as this, without an 
estimate? There is none, sir; and I repeat my 
surprise and astonishment that such a measure 
should be pressed, under such circumstances. 

I am not going to give my general objections to 
the bill as it stands, because | know that it is be- 
fore the body, and is the subject of amendment, 
but that it may beamended to svit my views. But 
I have some suggestions that I wish to make upon 
the subject. 

W ho here is willing to place the power contem- 
plated by this billin the hands of the President of 
the United States? Who is willing to impose upon 
him the great trouble which will grow out of it? 
The duties of the office of the President of the 
United States are sufficiently heavy and laborious 
now to nearly destroy the constitution of any man 
in their discharge; and yet you propose to make 
him the supervisor and judge of all these contracts. 
You propose to drive him to the necessity of look- 
ing over the whole of them; or if he refers them 
to a third person to report to him, he is still to be 
responsible. 

But have those gentlemen who are so fearful of 
extending the patronage of the General Govern- 
ment considered the extent to which this goes? 
Why, under the bill of the Senator from Texas, 
the President is to have an unlimited discretion. 
He is to decide between the contracts, and he is 
to let the road to the lowest bidders, if, in his judg- 
ment, the public interest will be subserved by so 
doing. He hasa right to look to the ability of 
the parties, and to their capacity for the execution, 
of the work. There is, therefore, given to him 
the power of acting almost unlimitedly in that 
matter, But [ have every confidence in the in- 
coming President, and [ would not for a moment 
make thisa ground for objection; the other ground 
is the true one. [ oppose the imposing upon him 
of any such duties. 

Gentlemen have spoken about the corporation 
to be created under this act. I will not, in this 
stage of proceedings, raise the question as to the 
power of Congress to grant corporations within 
the limits of the States, but I would make this 
suggestion: After this corporation shall be formed 
for the construction of a road three thousand miles 
in extent, those portions of the road within thee 
limits of the States will be, of course, within the 
jurisdiction of the respective States. The corpo- 
ration will have received its power from the Gen- 
eral Government. Will not the General Govern- 
ment, therefore, have the right to regulate that 
corporation, either to extend the grant of powers 
to it, or limit it? If we yield to Congress the 
power to grant an act of incorporation to a com- 
pany within the limits of the States, do we not 
yield the whole question as to the power to the 
Federal Government? Although it is provided 
that this corporation shall not be within the limits 
of the States, except by their consent, yet the 
question arises, can Congress exercise an uncon- 
stitutional power, even with the assent of one of 
the States? Can we take upon ourselves to exer- 
cise a power which we admit by this bill does not 
belong to us, merely because a State says it may 
be exercised within her limits?) This road may 
pass through the State of Texas. Who is to 
obtain the right of way there? Is it the Govern- 
ment of the United States? The provision of the 
bill is, that the right of way shall be granted for 
the construction of this road through the public 
lands. There is not an acre of the public lands 
belonging to the United States within the limits of 
Texas. You will then have to acquire from that 
State the right of way. How is it to be procured ? 
Have we made any arrangement for that? 

Mr. RUSK. Texas has already granted the 
right ofeway. 

Mr. DAWSON. To whom has she granted it? | 

oe RUSK. To anybody who will make the | 
road. 


_TEE Ones 


Mr. DAWSON. Has she granted the right of 


| the United States? Has she granted the right of 
way to any corporation which may be created by 
the Government of the United States to run the 
road through her limits ? 

Mr. RUSK. She has given the right of way 
for the construction of a road through that State 
to the l’acific ocean to anybody who chooses to 
construct it. 

Mr. DAWSON. If that be true, and I have 
no doubt it is, she never contemplated that she 
was going to yield the jurisdiction over that road 
to any other government than her own. 

Mr. RUSK. Nor will she do so under this 
bill, unless she expressly consents to it after its 
passage. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then let her do so. Will 
Texas give up all her power to control that mat- 
ter, and give jurisdiction to the Government of the 
United States if we pass this bill? 

Mr. RUSK. Try her. 

Mr. DAWSON. But, sir, I care nothing about 
that question. The corporation which is to be 
created by the bill now under consideration is a 
tremendous one, as we all know; but the dangers 
growing out of it I shall not now depict. If we 
grant them the act of incorporation, and it is car- 
ried into execution, who, I ask, will become the 
corporators, and upon what terms? The con- 
tractors, whoever they may be, are to be the cor- 
porators, together ‘* with their associates and suc- 
cessors;’’ and by the word ‘‘ associates,’’ I suppose 
is intended to be meant such persons as these 
contractors may permit to associate with them. 
Who holds the stock that this company is to put 
before the country? Who authorizes the issue of 
the stock? Does the Government of the United 
States authorize it? Suppose these parties do 


| issue stock, what are they to pay for it? The 


railroad is not to be built by the contractors’ own 
money; and the Government is to grant fifty mil- 
lions or thirty-five millions, or, according to some 
centlemen, only fifteen millions of acres of land. 
Sesides that, it is to issue five per cent. bonds to 
the amount of $20,000,000. That will cause a large 
portion of this road to be executed. 
benefit will this inure? To the men who perform 
the labor. They get the pay for constructing the 
road; and after the road shall be constructed, what 
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_ thousand, never can sustain itself by the ord; 


_of it to the other, and if the twenty millions , 
way to anybody who may be under the control of || 
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bonds, and the public lands proposed to be grante, 


should be found not to be sufficient for the pur 
pose, would they be able to proceed? Would a 
the contractors call upon us, from time to time. ,, 
make additional appropriations for the Purpose of 
carrying on this great and magnificent ente 
and should we be able to resist the appeal ? 

Private capital is not going to connect jtgej 
with this road; and why? Because every may 
who has an eye to his own interests must see that 
a railroad three thousand miles in length throng} 
a wilderness country, stretching to a population 
not over three hundred thousand or four hundred 


rprise, 


inary 


profits on freights and passengers. No gentic. 


/man upon this floor can pretend to pledge his 


opinion that this is to be a money-making road: 
Hence it is that if there is to be a total failuye jy 
the way of profits arising from the road, the Goy. 
ernment of the United States should Say at once 
and boldly: ** We will build the road out of oy, 
lands and money entirely, and not seek in this ip. 
direct way to pledge ourselves to a large amount 
in order that the people may not see the extent 9? 
the appropriation, and be mistaken in regard \ 
the consequences.” If it be true that this road 
will no pay, it is certainly true that no intellizer, 
man will invest his money in it; and the cpp. 
tractors will take their contracts according to the 
limits of your capacity to pay under this bill. The 
road, therefore, will be carried to such an extent gs 
the appropriations which you may make wil 
carry it, and not an inch further. Do gentlemen 


| suppose that by passing this bill they will indyes 


individuals to take stock in this road? If they 
do, [ think they are mistaken. But by passing 
the bill, you pledge yourselves tnac it the rogg 
shall be built by your means, by your money, 


| and by your lands, you will give it to the com. 


| matter. 


To whose | 


are you todo? You are to pay them for construct- | 
ing the road, and to give it tothem. That is what | 


you are to do. 
nies it ? 

Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON. Do we not, according to this 
bill, give the road to them? 


Is there a Senator here who de- 


pany after thirty years; and suppose they should 
say they would not take it, because it would no 
pay the expenses? That would be an end of the 
So I conclude that in my judgment—and 
I say it reluctantly—the friends of this measure 
cannot suppose that it is to be a money-making 
road. ; 

I would rather vote for a bill appropriating 
hundreds of millions of dollars to build this road, 
than to vote for this bill under the idea that we 
are merely extending a little aid to those compa- 
nies which may make it. Has a single company in 
the United States called upon us tg pass this act of 


| incorporation? Have any petitions been presented 


| from them asking for it? 


I am not at all sur- 


| prised that my honorable friend from Texas should 


Mr. RUSK. We do not pay them for taking it. | 


| Mr.DAWSON. Why, the bill allows them 
to hold it for thirty years, and then they can dis- 
pose of it to the Government of the United States 
at an advance of ten per cent., after deducting the 
$20,000,000 in five per cent. bonds, and the value 
of the lands. The Government then would only 
| have to pay the additional sum the road may cost 
' beyond that. How much will the road cost? 
That is a question in regard to which we should 
have information before we undertake the work. 
How are we to ascertain this? Men in private 
life, when their own interests are involved’, when 
their own judgment and honor are involved in a 
transaction, when they propose such a work as 
this, first want to know its probablecost. I think 
that should besoin thiscase. Private individuals 
would not go into such a proposition without first 
understanding what they were about to do. 


execute his contract, or that any one of them could 
not procure means sufficient to connect different 
links of the road together, when the contracts shall 
be divided, as they no doubt will be, into hundreds 
of sections. | suppose he would forfeit it, according 


Suppose any one of the contractors should fail to | 


to the bill, and then you would redispose of it to | 


some other person. Can you take the money which | 


you have already paid to the first contractor to com- 
plete the road? Will he not have the money, 
| although he may have done scarcely anything, and 
| will you not haveto pay the sameamount over again 
before you can connect together the various links? 


But this feature may be no objection, because the || 


| bill a be amended in this respect. This bill 
certainly requires amendment in many respects. 


If the Government of the United States is to enter 


| upon the construction of this road, from one end | 


exhibit greatanxiety and use great energy to have 
this measure passed, for I hope that if it do pass, 
the road will go through his State. He has told 
you that a survey for the road has already been 
ordered. 1 am endeavoring now to obtain inform- 
ation as to the practicability of this road; and 


| therefore I ask, where is that survey? It has not 


_ yet come to us. 


When we get it, we shall have 
some information upon which we can act under- 


| standingly. 


I have been told by intelligent gentlemen that 
this road cannot be carried entirely through our 
own country, although that seems to be a very de- 


| sirable object with most gentlemen, and its advan- 
| tages have been referred to by the Senator from 
| Massachusetts; but I have learned that we shall 


nobody 





be constrained to go through a part of Mexico to 
render the road practicable. Then before we au- 
thorize the building of this road, let us have 4 
survey; let us ascertain that there is a practicable 
route over our own soil; and if we cannot have 
one over our own soil, let us see whether we cat 
obtain the right of way through a part of Mexico. 
Perhaps then you may make another Tehuante- 

ec affair of it. Why should we act in this 

asty way? Can we not wait until the Legisla- 
tures of lowa, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, and 
Texas, through which States this road is to pass, 
meet? Can we not wait and see whether they 


| will give us theright of way ?—and then let us have 
| surveys and estimates submitted, and if they are 
|not too enormous, we may adopt some such 


measure. 

But, Mr. President, has the period arrived when 
is alarmed as to the extent of the public 
debt? “Has nobody any fear that we shall have 


| to increase the tariff in order to support the Gov- 


ernment? It is true that our revenue has been 
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very much within the last few years, and 
we have a balance remaining in the Treasury ; but 
js not that balance almost used up? Is it not 
eomewhat extraordinary that the Government of 
the United States should throw herself into the 
money world asa borrower of money to carry on 
such a measure as this, for which there has been 
no survey and estimate? Are weto expose twenty 
millions of bonds of the Government of the United 
States to the world for sale, when we have a bal- 
ance in our Treasury, and are talking daily about 
what we shall do with the surplus?) Examine the 
matterin any of its bearings—take it in any of its 
features, it is certainly an extraordinary proposi- 
tion. 1 have looked at it with a great deal of care. 
| have endeavored to comprehend it; and there is 
not a Senator upon this floor who would feel 
creater pleasure, and who, as an American, would 
feel prouder than I should to see a railroad ex- 
tending from the Atlantic to the Pacific; and when- 
ever the period comes when I can act understand- 
ingly, and keep myself within what I believe to 
be the pale of the Constitution, I will be found 
one of those as willing to do everything to promote 
the interests and greatness of this country as any 
centlemam here. + 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not propose at this time 
to zo into a general discussion of this question, yet 
I do not think that there is any question that can 
come before us more worthy to occupy attention 
than that of a railroad to the Pacific; and I am in- 
clined to the opinion that it is good policy for us 
to confine ourselves to this bill until we dispose of 
it one way or the other. 

ltis well known to the Senate that the projet 
reported by the Select Committee is not in all its 
features the one that I myself should propose, or 
that | did propose when | had charge of the sub- 


enlarged 


ject at the previous session. That committee were 


kind enough to show me their bill before they re- 
ported it, and upon that examination I was free to 
say to them, that while it was not precisely what I 
should like, yet I thought it was one that we might 
all unite upon without any very great sacrifice of 
principles. 

I wish now to invite for a few moments the at- 
tention of the Senate to some objections which 
have been raised to it by the Senator from Geor- 
gia. 

One objection of the Senator is, that this road 
isto be made entirely by the Government of the 


United States, for the reason that private capital- | 


ists cannot be induced to invest init. He has as- 
serted, but he has not proven, he has not attempt- 
ed to prove, that private capitalists will not invest 
their money inthis road; but if he had proven 
that fact, he would thereby have answered every 
objection that he madeto the bill, for the reason that 
it would have shown that his other objections were 
untenable. No other money than the twenty mil- 
lions of dollars provided for in this bill’can, by its 
very terms, be expended by the Government for 
this road. And, what is more, the contractors 
who may agree to construct the road will not be at 
iberty to expend these twenty millions of dollars. 
The terms of the bill are, that when the contract- 
ors shall have completed fifty miles of the road, 
they may receive a pro rata payment in the bonds 
of the United States, in the ratio that fifty miles 
bears to the whole length of the road; that is to 
say, they will get such a proportion of twenty 
millions of dollars as fifty miles bears to the whole 
length of the road. They do not get a dollar of 
the public money until they make fifty miles, and 
if, when they have made fifty miles they failto make 
the next fifty, they can never draw another farthing 
from the Treasury. They make a forfeiture the 
moment they fail to construct any section of fifty 
miles, and all that they have expended on the road 
before the forfeiture then becomes the property of 
the United States, and their contract is at an end. 

Mr. DAWSON. They notonly get the money 
when they have completed fifty miles of road, but 
they get four fifths of the land. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I know they do, but that is 
only part of that land which lies along those fifty 
miles, and they get nothing at all until fifty miles 
have been completed. The argument of the Sen- 
ator is, that the road will cost five times as much 
as the Government is to advance under this bill. 
The argument is, that one hundred millions would 
hardly make it, and the Government advances 
only twenty millions. If that be true, the com- 
pany, in order to make fifty miles of this road, 
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have to do it out of their own funds, and then | 
they will get from the Treasury of the United 
States but one fifth as much money as they have 
expended. 

f, then, they make a forfeiture by not comply- 
ing with the contract, they forfeit not only the 
one fifth of our money which they have received, 
but the four fifths of their own, which they have 
expended. If they go on with the next section 
of fifty miles, four fifths of the money is expended 
by the contractors, and one fifth by the Govern- 
ment; and so it is with each section until they get 
through. Under this bill, therefore, the contract- 
ors can never draw the twenty millions of dollars 
from the Treasury until the road is completed and 
in working order. How is it, then, that gentle- 
men come forward and say, that after your twenty 
millions of dollars are gone, you must go on and 
advance more? Your twenty millions of dollars 
can never be gone until the road is done. Then 
as regards the land, the contractors, before they 
can get an acre of land, must complete fifty miles 
of road, and when those fifty miles are completed, 
they receive four fifths of the lands pertaining to 
those fifty miles; and if they do not go on and 
complete the road, they forfeit that portion of it 
which they have built, and also the lands. If 
they should go on and complete every section but 
one, and then were to fail, they would forfeit to 
the Government the whole of the road, and all the 
money that they had expended upon it, and the 
remainder of the lands that had been set apart. 

| apprehend that gentlemen travel beyond the 
terms of the bill, and make arguments which are 
negatived by its provisions. They argue in defiance 
of it, when they pretend to show that the Govern- 
ment of the United States is about to go into an 
unknown expenditure, and to ¢reate a boundless 
public debt. One great merit of this bill is, that 
it fixes precisely and exactly the liability of the 
Government; and it not only does that, but it con- 
tains such guards that by no possibility, under its 
terms, can there be a loss to the United States. 
3y no possibility can the contractors get one dol- 
lar of public monéy, until they have expended on 
the road five times that amount, and given us a 
priority of lien on that fivefold amount as:security 
for our advance. We do not part with our secu- 
rity even when the road is completed. I think, 
therefore, that an examination of the provisions of 
the bill will put an end entirely to any apprehen- 
sions upon that score. 

Mr. DAWSON. My friend will permit me to 
show him that I am right. The sixth section of 
the bill reported from the Select Committee pro- 
vides: 

“That whenever fifty miles of said road shall have been 
completed in a manner satisfactory to the President of the 
United States, he shall cause a pro rata payment to be 
made, according to the terms of the contract, for the work 


| so completed,in the bonds of the Government issued under 


| perfect] 


the provisions of this act, and bya grant of four fifths of the 
public lands to which the completion of said fifty miles may 
entitle said contractors,’’ &c. 


Thus it will be perceived that the contractors 
get the money to which fifty miles entitle them, 
and also four fifths of the land? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON. Sol understand the matter 


Mr. DOUGLAS. That is to say, when the 
first fifty miles of this road are completed by the 
contractors expending their own money, and it has 


| cost them say $2,000,000, they get about $500,000 


| der this bill. 


in bonds of the United States, and they can draw 
four fifths of the public lands lying along this fifty 
miles. Then they go on with the next fifty miles 
in the same way, receiving, when they have com- 
leted them, the same amount in money and land. 
he United States all the time have a lien on the 


| fifty miles completed, which have cost five times 
'as much as the advance we make. 


There is, 
therefore, no possibility of a loss on our part un- 
But the Senator says the contract- 
ors will stop and not complete the road. The 


| moment they do stop and fail to complete it, they 


make a forfeiture of the whole road as far as they 
have gone, and they forfeit their contract and it 
reverts to the United States. Suppose they should 


| make five hundred miles and then stop; should 


We should 


ossession of all the work which 


we lose anything by that forfeiture ? 
then come into 


| had been done by our money and our lands, and 
|| four times as much more work done by the money 
it 


should get the road ata very cheap rate. 
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* 
the materials, all the implements, and everything 
that had been prepared for carrying on the work; 


and if the contractors would only make two or 


three such forfeitures before they got through, we 
When 
a forfeiture occurs, all that the Government has to 
do is to let the remainder of the road to a new 
company, and we should secure by the failure all 
that had been theretofere done. If the Senator 
from Georgia, instead of predicting that we shall 
be called upon hereafter for further appropriations 
for this road, will take the ground that he will hold 
the company to a strict compliance with the con- 
tract, and insist on a forfeiture the instant they fail 
to comply with it, there will be no difficulty. 

But, sir, | pass from that point. The Senator 
says he would like to see this road made, pro- 
vided it can be done consistently with the Consti- 
tution. I did not understand distinctly from him 
that it violated the Constitution. 

Mr. DAWSON. I said | would do all I could 
to bring it within the pale of the Constitution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But if it is already within 
the pale of the Constitution, of course the limita- 
tion amounted to nothing; and if it is not within 
the pale of the Constitution, [ would like to see 
the objection to its constitutionality pointed out; 
and I will tell the Senator that, when it shall be 
pointed out, I will undertake either to answer the 
argument, or I will write an amendment to avoid 
the force of the objection. I pass, however, from 
that point, because I am not going to argue the 
question generally. 

The Senator from Georgia went on to say that 
this road was to be through a wilderness of two 
or three thousand miles, and that there would be 
nothing to supply provisions for those engaged 
upon it; and that the travel and commerce upon it 
when completed, would not be sufficient to pay 
its expenses. Hesays no man dreams that th 
road is going to pay a fair dividend after it is made. 
I presume he was speaking in his usual beautiful, 
rhetorical manner, without pinning himself down 
to what he would expect us to regard as seriously 
the facts of the case. There are men who think 
that this road will pay when it is made. There 
are men who think they have somedata by which 
they can arrive at that conclusion. I have seen, 
within the last four years, a road started within my 
own State through a country where hardly one 
tenth of the land was under cultivation, and where 
the same predictions were made that it would never 
pay, and yet that road, although only half done, 
now yields twenty seven per cent. upon its cost. 
And what is more, the road to which I refer was 
intended for through travel between two great 
points, but when it was half made, it was found 
that the local travel was double the capacity of the 
road, and the company are now beginning a double 


® track at that end for local travel, before they finish 


the through road. 

I undertake to predict to the honorable Senator 
from Georgia, that although the country through 
which this road is to be constructed ts now « wilder- 
ness, before it is finished the line of the road and 


| the country for a wide extent on either side will be 


more densely populated than the State of which 
he is the able representative on this floor. [ un- 
dertake to say to the Senator, that Iam willing to 
put myself on the record as predicting that when 
you get this road half done, the local travel along 
the finished portion of it will be beyond the capa- 
city of a single track to perform. When you get 
one hundred miles into the wilderness, you will! 
have shortened the distance for the transportation 
of your Army and other supplies into New Mex- 
ico; and who can count the number of teams, the 
number of mules, and oxen, and horses, that will 
come to the end of the road to haul supplies from 
that point? Who can count the number of team- 
sters that will be employed, the number of farmers 


| who will be required to supply productions to the 


laborers, the number of tavern-keepers, and store- 
keepers, and shop-keepers, who will spring up at 
the end of the road. So, as you keep moving on 
each week, getting two or three more miles of your 
track completed, the whole country will become 
filled up with settlers who are to remain there per- 
manently. Each one hundred miles that you pen- 
etrate the wilderness, you shorten the distance for 
hauling supplies, and a greater numberof teams 
will be required to concentrate upon it, and popu- 
lation will be swelling in upon each side to raise 


of the contractors; and we should have besides all || provisions to sell to the men engaged in the work. 
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One of the best markets that can be opened to the 
azriculturists anywhere, will be along the line of 
this road, to supply your five thousand workmen 
who will be emy ployed in its construction. Store- 
keepers and shop-keepers will be needed to supply 
them with goods and other materials. You will 
find mechanic shops growing up all along the road 
to make and repair tools and implements for the 
eee 1. You will find the whole country turn- 

ng from a wilderness into one of the most densely- 
populated and highly- cultivated portions of Amer- 
ica. Such will be the natural result of the con- 
struction of this road. That being the case, I do 
see the force of the gentleman’s argument that 
this work is to be constructed through a vast wil- 
derness. 

Again: I do not see the force of the argument 
that we shall have to put military posts along the 
country, atevery twenty miles, to protect thelabor- 
ers from ‘the Indiz ins, Would not military posts 
look well protecting five thousand laborers along 
the line of that road? Why, sir, how near to those 
laborers do you think any hostile Indians will ap- 
proach? In my opinion, the Indians will require 
more protection against the laborers than the la- 
borers against the Indians, and, therefore, I do not 
see the force of that argument. By putting this 
road under contract; by stretching your laborers 
along the line, from one end of it to the other, you 
will have rendered travel along that route secure 
for a single man on horseback, or in a buggy, or 
on foot; and he will be free from the molestation 
of any Indians within a hundred miles of the road. 
That must inevitably be the result; and, therefore, 
instead of its requiring an additional military force 
upon the line, the very laborers engaged in con- 
structing this road will furnish a more effectual 
protection for your settlements in New Mexico, 
or wherever else travel may lead across the conti- 
nent, than all the armies you ever have sent, or 
ever will send, there. Settlers will follow the line 
of the laborers, and they will cultivate farms, and 
raise provisions to feed those laborers. Mechan- 
ics will settle there; settlements will grow up; they 
will form a kind of ** armed occupation,’ *notonly 
prepared to defend themselves, but to send parties 
to the relief of others, ata distance, who may be 
threatened with attack. You will thus be enabled 

o withdraw your army, and save millions of dol- 
lars now expended in that country in sending pro- 
visions to them; and the country will be better 
protected by the quiet, silent occupation of these 
laborers and settlers, dependent upon the construc- 
tion of the road, than by all the armies and mili- 
tary forces you can ever send there. 

I do not see the force of the objections which the 
Senator raises upon the point, that you will have 
to get up a great army to protect five, or ten, or 
twenty thousand Irishmen, with pickaxes and 
spades in their hands, and two hundred thousand 
American settlers living along theline, raising pro- 
visions for them, selling voods to them, and pur- 
suing other occupations that will be brought into 
existence by the construction of the road. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. We can furnish them 
with muskets and rifles, if necessary. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly, we could furnish 
muskets or rifles to enable them to defend them- 
selves; but you will never get an Indian within 
musket or rifle shot of such a body of men. Then, 
when we come to look at this on practically, 
as it presents itself to the mind of a man who has 
spent his life on the frontier, who has seen how | 
settlements grow into existence, and how emi- 
grants push into the wilderness, all these objec- 
tions vanish, and the simple question comes to 
this: We want a railroad to the Pacific. Does 4 
any man deny that? Everybody admits it. In- 
asmuch as we want a railroad, the question arises 
how shall it be made? Upon that point every 
man has . plan of hisown. I thought that I had 
the best plan that ever wasadvanced. The Senator 
from C alifornia [Mr. Gwiy,] at this session, got 
up a better one in his estimation, and the Senator 
from Texas, [Mr. Rusk,] now has a better one 
in his opinion Each man who has not brought 
one forward, pr bably has one in his pocket that 
beats them all. The consequence is, that by this 
multiplicity of good plans we defeat all, and the re- 
sult will be that we shall have no road atall. Such 
being the danger, what are we todo? Why, the 
real friends of the Pacific railroad are called upon 
to lay aside all pride of opinion as to the author- 
ship of the bill, and all the capital and glory to be 


not 
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made out of its authorship, and come together ind 
unite upon some bill which we are certain will re- 
sult in making the road, and to which there is no 
insuperable objection to prevent men from voting 
for it. I confess that I think the bill of the Select 

Committee accomplishes that object. It may re- 
quire amendment in some of its features. I may 
wish to offer amendments myself. I do not know 
how that is, but if I do, they will be amendments 
in aid of the measure, and I shall insist upon none 
which will hazard its success. 

I am free to say to you, sir, that I believe it is 
the first and the highest duty of this nation to see 
that this road is made. I believe that the integrity 
of the Union itself depends upon its construction. 
When we have connected the Atlantic and the 
Pacific by a railroad, there is no power on earth, 
no question which is in existence, or which can be 
brought into existence, which can sever the bonds 
of the Union. I believe it is necessary, also, to 
furnish adequate protection to the distant parts of 
the country. I believe, above all, the making of 
this road is necessary to enable America to assume 
the position to which she is now entitled, of th 
first Power on earth. We shall be the first com- 
mercial and maritime Power upon the face of the 
globe the moment this road is completed. 

Then, how are we do it?) Some say with land; 
some say with money. This bill says by acom- 
bination of both. Then come in gentlemen who 
say, ‘* Itisall right; we are for the road; but let us 
have a survey first.’’ Sir, we have been at that 
for three years,and when we bring up a bill for a 
road, it is said we must have a survey. When 
we get up bills providing for a survey, it is said 
we must have the road immediately. And thus 
alternately one proposition or the other has re- 
ceived the go-by. The proposition now made to 
have a survey, is simply a postponement of the 
building of the road, and is to result in doing noth- 
ing. I donot mean to say that gentlemen mean 
that; but I say that will be the result. 

The Senator from Georgia says that no individ- 
ual, no nation, no State, ever undertook a work of 
this magnitude without a survey. They never did, 
either with or without a survey; for never has a 
road of this magnitude been proposed, much less 
executed anywhere. Works of less magnitude 
have been devised and executed without surveys. 
You objected to me, two or three years ago, be- 
cause I was asking a grant of land without a sur- 
vey, fora railroad from Chic ago to Mobile. You 
made the grant, although there had been no sur- 
veyon a portion of the line for four hundred 
miles. But I have now the pleasure of telling you 
that the road is under contract. It is more than 
half done, and it will be finished in two years, 
although you gave us ten years within which to 
do it. The Senator from Georgia then told us 
that we were squandering the public lands for the 
purpose of encouraging railroads in a State. J 
told him, in reply, that the Government had had 
lands in the market for forty-two years, at $1 2 
an acre, which were upon the line of the proposed 
road, and they could not be sold because of the 
absence of timber, and their distance from mar- 
ket; but that if you would give us alternate sec- 
tions, we would make the remaining half worth 
more than the whole was originally, and enable 

ou to sell them at $2 50 an acre. He shook his 
Cael doubted my anne He said it was 
very good in theory, but the result would not 
turn out as I predicted, and that if he thought it 
would, he would vote for the bill. I have now 
the pleasure of informing him that the alternate 
sections reserved to the Government have, some of 
them, been brought into market at public auction, 
and more of them have been sold within the last 
few mont hs, since they have been brought into 
market, at $2 50 an acre, than were sold for years 
previously at $1 2 They have readily sold at 
from $2 50 to $6 25 per acre at auction. The 
average price W hich they have brought is $2 57 
per acre, and you do not ask, at the double price, 
more than $2 50. That demonstrates that all ap- 
prehensions upon the subject of a grant of lands 
for roads through a wilderness country where set- 
tlements have never penetrated, vanish as the dew 
before the rising sun, when there is an induce- 
ment for opening these lands, and a means of 
communication by a railroad to be constructed. 

Now, sir, what has been done through the State 
of Illinois by means of that grant, may be done in 
every other of the new States where there are 





| feel themselves very fortunate. 


| proceeds along the valleys of the streams—he goes 
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‘public lands, ana across that vast w iii 
country, of which gentlemen speak, lying betwee 
the Mississippi and the Pacific ocean. We 
more money into the Treasury by that prant . 
land to Illinois, than you could have got the, 
through any other mode, and more than y, 
asked for the lands that you had. : 

But, sir, it was objected then that that was beinp 
done without a survey. I did not deem it neces 
sary to wait fora survey, because we knew that :}, 
route was practicable. A survey would be nece 
sary before you laid down the track, in delet’, 
find out what precise spot or precise line wag he» 
adapted to the purpose. Soit is from the Miss 
sippi river to the Pacific ocean. 

Well-informed men in regard to the geogran}, 
and topography of that country, know that ta rail 
road route from the Mississippi to the Pacife ;, 
practicable. I undertake to say that well-informe, [EP 
men know there are more than twenty-five ling 
through twenty-five different passes in the moun: 
ains whic h are practicable. Sir, instead of havin, 
difficulty in selecting an engineer that can find. 
practicable route, I think the engineer will inror 
talize himself who can find a route in our own t¢ 
ritory Which is not practicable. These mount, Jy 
are ball of passes—practicable passes. Some ar ; 
better than others in respect to climate, in resne 
to the soil, timber, and coal; yet there are roure By 
enough in ‘which you can find tolerably good soj| : 
not what we call good soil in the Mississippi V: al ley, 
but what I caninform my friend from Rhode Isl, 
[Mr. Crarke] who sits near me, would be calle 3 
admirable soil in New England. Gentlemen ta) ‘ 
about the great deserts that lie there, i impassable 
and uninhabitable. There are lands there tha 
we who live in the valley of the Mississippi, an 
in the great West enat call deserts. There ar 
sections of country there which are not much be 
ter, upon the average, than the State of Georgia, 
the various States of New England. There ar 
such tracts which are not very large, but a 
siderable and extensive, but I undertake to say t 
there is no continuous line which is not suscepti! 
of a higher degree of cultivation and a great 
yield of product than the line from here to New 
Orleans, or the line from here to Portland, 
Maine. By saying this, I do not mean to unde 
rate the section of country on the lines to whi ch 
refer. I only undertake to show that some par 
of this continent have richer lands upon them thar 
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It must be remembered that those men who hav: 
crossed these plains, and the emigrants who hai 
written back such terrible accounts of their den 
lation, are persons who went from the Mississip; 
valley, where every acre of land is capable of pro- 
ducing an almost incredible product of any of the 
ordinary grains or crops raised in this country 
Such a man would be very apt to compare the 
land upon the plains with the land that he hai 
left in the valley from which hecame. He would 
compare the valleys of the Platte, or the Gila, or 
the Colorado, or the Snake Fork of the Columbia, 
or wherever else he might.be, with the Illinois, 
the Wabash, or the Miami, or some of those othe 
tracts where he had happened to live; and perhaps 
he would describe it as desolate, because he would 
probably find desolation to such an extent that 
you could not produce more than forty or fifty 
bushels of corn to the acre, and not more t 
fifteen or twenty bushels of wheat to the acre 
Why, [ have seen, in some of the old States, where 
there is such a horror of the desolation of the 
West, places where, if they got twenty-five « 
even fifteen bushels of corn to theacre, they wou i 


Again, in traveling across that country, a ma 


from a country where the valleys of the streams 
are always rich and fertile, although the hills may 
be comparatively barren. When he goes up the 
valley of the Colorado and the Sweet Fork, and 
through the Salt Lake, and goes round by Ham- 
boldt’s river, no doubt he finds desert wastes ° 
along the banks of these great streams, and | 
will be apt to say, whoever did conceive of such 
desolation as this, where even the valleys of th: 
streams do not produce grass with which to feed 
horses. He would not think of going to the 
mountain sides, and following up the tributary 
streams, because he would think to himself, if ther® 
is desolation in the valleys, what must be the des 
ert as you recede from them? Such, no dou! 
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impressions of the first travelers; but 
adventurers happened to find that 

e are sandy plains upon the valleys, 
hen vou get in view of the mountains there 

"oe dashing down tributary streams, and if you 
ww them up you find abundance of good water 

1 timber, good grass, and everything that would 
constitute a delightful and valuable agricultural 
etry. You find, therefore, that it will not do 

to judge every section of the country by the one 
‘+h you have been raised. Although a man 

y have been born in what he regards the very 
entet of the earth, and the center of civilization, 
where all the institutions are perfect, and where 
everything outside the range of his vision is on the 

ter borders of civilization, when he comes to 
travel a little into other countries, he finds that 
there are other places just as fertile, just as valu- 
.ble, and other people just as enlightened and hu- 
jane as those of the country in which he hap- 
eY ed to be born. 

When people start from their old homesand go 

he western wilds, they are apt to find fault 
with everything they see which they do not find 
xactly as it was in the country which they left. 
They grumble at everything that is not exactly 
rreeable to them. If they get sick, they charge 
upon the new country; if any misfortune hap- 
ens to them they charge that upon it. Hence 
you find the first explorers of every country al- 
waysunderrate its value. Who does not remem- 
er that shortly after the close of the last war, 
President Monroe, I think it was, sent commis- 
ioners into the Territory of Michigan for the 
rpose of selecting lands upon which to locate 
nilitary bounty land warrants? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mycountry was called 
‘ Barrens.’’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I willcome to that presently. 
commissioners went out to Michigan under 
instructions directing them to select no lands that 
were not susceptible of cultivation, and those in- 
telligent commissioners, after spending one year 
in the Territory of Michigan and traveling all 
ver it, reported officially to the War Department 
that there was no land in that Territory suscepti- 
ble of cultivation. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BUTLER. Julius Cesar 
same thing of England. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My friend from South Car- 
olina reminds me that Julius Cesar reported that 
if England. So it is with all the people sent out 

» explore new and unknown regions of country; 
but I think it would be hard to convince my friend 
from Michigan that there is not some and in his 
State susceptible of cultivation. I have seen con- 
iderable land there that did yield a tolerable crop, 
say one hundred bushels of corn and fifty bushels 
of wheat to the acre. I think that land which 
yields such a crop as that is tolerably gpod, even 
in the valley of the Mississippi. 

My friend from Kentucky has reminded me 
that the country where he lives, was once called 
the ** Barrens.’’ That brings to my mind a thing 
which used to puzzle me very oth 
emigrated to the State of Illinois. I found that 
the State was divided into prairie country and bar- 
rens. The barrens consisted of portions of land 
on the borders of the prairies, that had grown u 
to shrub-oaks; but after a while, the people culti- 
vated the barrens, and raised better wheat on them 
than on the prairies. 

[ could not find out, at that time, how it was 
that the best land in the State was called barrens. 
The people told me they did not know how it was, 
but that the Kentuckians, who weresome of the 
first settlers, came over there and named it barrens, 
and it was said that it was a sortof Kentucky no- 
tion that the best lands in any country must be 

alled barrens, [Laughter.] Butafterwards, I went 
over into that section of the country, where my 
friend from Kentucky lives, and spent some time 


at the Mammoth Cave, the greatest natural curios- 


ty in the world. While there, I inquired, and 
tried to ascertain why that description of land was 

uled barrens. I was told that the first settlers 
who came out there from Virginia, found the 
‘ountry so destitute of timber, and of water, with 
nothing growing there but little shrub-oaks, and 
they thought that a country so utterly destitute of 
every kind of support for vegetation, that not even 
timber would grow upon it, ought certainly to be 
called barrens, and that that was a very mild and 
polite term for such a kind of country. They never 


r 
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reported the 


joining tract to pile them 


h when I first | 
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would settle upon it; they { issed round it, and 
settled every other nook and corner in the State, 
and even ascended the mountains, and fixed them- 
selves in their deep gorges, in preference to enter- 
ing these barren wastes. They named a river 
there Big Barren, and another Little Barren, and 
gave names with reference to the peculiarities upon 
the surface of the country. They thought these 
were proper names to mark the desolation. In later 
years, people went and settled upon these lands, 
and among others, my friend from Kentucky; and 
it was found that these spots called barrens, were 
among the very best lands in the Mississippi val- 
ley, or on the broad continent of America. 

I remember that my intelligent friend from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Smiru,}] when we had the subject 
of annexing California before uy and, I believe, 
after it was annexed, made a speech, or rather 
wrote a book and published it, descriptive of the 
topography and geography of California. He 
described it as the most desolate place upon the 
face of the globe. I can assure the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. Bapcer} that the country 
which I saw in riding from Weldon to Wilming- 
ton, through the pineries of his State, would be a 
Garden of Eden compared with the description 
which the Senator from Connecticut gave of Cali- 
fornia. He described utter desolation as pervad- 
ing every valley, and every stream, and every 
mountain top, in the whole Territory. But we 
find out now, sir, that the only trouble in regard 
to California is that it is so productive that it is 
actually asserted that when a man plants a ten- 
acre patch of potatoes, he has got to rent an ad- 
i up on. [Laughter.]} 
And until I saw some Californians, who returned 
from that country, I could not comprehend the 
story that I heard from a gentleman who was in 
Texas several years ago. He said that while trav- 
eling through that country he entered the camp of 
a distinguished general who was in eommand of 
the Texan army, and there he found a fellow sit- 
ting on one end of a sweet potatoe while he was 
roasting the other inthe fire. [Laughter.] I never 
could realize the truth of that story until the fer- 
tility of the Californian soil was described. But 
while I cannot credit entirely all the accounts 
which I have heard in relation to the fertility of 
the soil of California, itis undeniable that there is 
there in point of agricultural power and produc- 
tion a degree of fertility not surpassed even by 
the gold that has been found in the mountains 
and along the streams that run through her val- 
leys. 

We all remember, too, that when the Oregon 
treaty was before us for ratification here, it was 
demonstrated time and again that there was not 
land enough in the whole of Oregon out of which 
you could make one respectable Territory. Now, 
it is admitted that you can find good land for three 
or four good States not inferior to New York in 
capacity to furnish all the articles that contribute 
to the support of man. 

Sir, | am under the impression that the vast 
regions of desert in the slopes on either sideof the 
mountains west of the Mississippi will disappear 
before investigation and settlement, in the way 
that other deserts have. Why, sir, it is not 
twenty years since, passing up the Mississippi 
river, along where the Senators from lowa reside, 
I was told that it was the finest country in the 
world for ten miles back, and beyond that men 
could not live, and beasts died. It was so deso- 
late, and so destitute of everything to support 
either man or beast; and all the accounts that came 
to us, up to within the last fifteen or twenty years, 
of the western portion of lowa, gave that descrip- 
tion. I would now like to find the man who will 
so out and find one acre out of one hundred acres 
of land in the poorest part of Iowa, that is not 
susceptible of cultivation, and will not yield a 
very heavy crop of any agricultural product. 

Mr. ADAMS. If my friend from Illinois will 
give way, I will move to adjourn. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was nearly through. I 
should not take five minutes more; but as there 
is a desire for an adjournment, I believe I will 
stop right here. 

Mr. BUTLER. I wish to make a few remarks 
upon this subject, but | do not propose to make 
them now. [ move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Frivay, February 4, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. P 
by the Rev. James GALLAHER. 
Mr. DEAN. Is it in order to move that there 
be a call of the House? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will first ascertain 
whether a quorum be 


ayer 


present. 

The Speaker counted the members present, and 
found that there was not a quorum; which fact he 
announced to the House 

Mr. DEAN. | 
of the House 

Mr. CARTTER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that motion, for in that way wecan as we 
ascertain who are absent. : 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was decided in the negative—yeas 59, nays 64 

So the House refused to order a eal! 

The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. : : 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut I move that 
the rules be suspende d, and that the House r¢ 
itself into a Committee of the Whole Hou 
the Private Calendar. 

MODE OF COUNTING VOTES. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to what ! 
conceive to be a question of privilege 1 submit 
the follwing report from the Joint Committee ap 
pointed to examine and report a mode for count- 
ing the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States. I do not ask action onit now, 
but only that it shall be read and informally passed 
over until we shall receive a message from the 


Senate, announcing its adoption by that body: 


now move that ¢here be a call 


ive 


Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in 
on Wednesday, 
the 9th instant, at twelve o’clock, and the President of the 
Senate pro tempore shall be the presiding officer ; that one 
person be appointed a teller on the part of the Senate, and 
two on the part of the House of Representatives, to make a 
list of the votes as they shall be declared; that the result 
shall be delivered to the President of the Senate pro tem 

pore, who shall announce the state of the vote, and the pert 

sons elected,to the two Houses assembled, as 
which shall be deemed a declaration of the persons elect 
President and Vice President of the United States 
together with a list of votes, on the Journats ot 

the two Houses. 

GRANTS TO RAILROADS. 

Mr. DEAN. Irisetoa question « forder. Pre 
vious to the adjournment last evening, the gentle 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] moved to re 
consider the vote by which the House refused to 
lay on the table the bill of the Senate (No. 13] 
granting the right of way and a donation of the 
public land to the State of Wisconsin, for the pur 
pose of locating and constructing certain railroads 
in that State, and the amendments thereto. The 
House immediately adjourned after the submission 
of that motion, so that this question could not then 
be raised. My point is, that that, like a motion 
to adjourn, cannot be reconsidered. The only 
motion for the gentleman is, to again move to lay 
on the table. He cannot move the reconsideratio: 
of a vote refusing to lay on the table 

Mr. DOTY. |! See suggest whether it would 
not be time enough to raise the question of order 
after [ have called up the motion to reconsider? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the right to call up the motion to recon- 
sider, and to raise a question of order on it. 

Mr. DEAN. It is within the power of any 
member to call up the motion to reconsider. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that the weight of argument from the rules may 
be on the side of the gentleman from New York, 
but the practice of my predecessor iias been fol- 
lowed by myself, and ldo not feel disposed to 
change it during the remainder of my term of ser 
vice here. The Chair holds that the motion is in 
order. 

Mr. DEAN. Very well, then. I move, as I 
believe it is in order, that that motion to recor 
sider be laid on the table. 

Mr. DOTY. How has the gentleman obtained 

vossession of the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The rule declares that any 
member may call up the question of reconsid: 
tion. The Chair decides that the motion to re 
consider was properly entered on yesterday eve 
ing. He also decides, in conformity with the 
decision and practice of his predecessor, and o! 
his own at the last session, that it is in order to 
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move to reconsider; and that, if decided in the 
affimative, that motion will bring the bill before 
the House for action. It is not a debatable ques- 
tion, and the gentleman from Wisconsin, who made 
the motion, cannot speak on it. The Chair fur- 
ther decides that the gentleman from New York 
or any other gentleman is entitled to the floor to 
call the motion up, and move that it be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to hear how 
the motion is entered on the Journal. If my rec- 
ollection be right, I submitted the motion to ad- 
journ before dhe motion to reconsider., I would 
inquire, then, how the motion to reconsider was 
brought up? 

The SPEAKER. The practice has uniformly 
been, under the rules of the House, to allow the 
motion to reconsider to be entered on the Journal. 

Mr. DEAN. Before L yield the floor 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is now deciding 
a question of order, 

Mr. DOTY. I require, then, that the gentle- 
man from New York shall take his seat. 

Mr. DEAN. 1 demand that my motion to lay 
on the table shall be entered. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Letrcuer] submits that the motion to recon- 
sider could not be made yesterday evening and 
entered on the Journal, because there was a motion 
pending that the House adjourn. The Chair de- 
cides that the motion could be entered. 

Mr. LETCHER. Not exactly that. I say 
that the motion could not be made for this reason: 
I was on the floor, and submitted the motion 
**that the House do now adjourn,”’ and the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] could not 
take it from me, and submit his motion, under 
those circumstances. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman could not 
debate the motion to adjourn, and therefore was 
not entitled to occupy the floor after submitting 
his motion. 

Mr. LETCHER. I understand that when a 
motion to adjourn is submitted, the House is 
bound to act on it, as it is not a debatable question ? 

Mr. AVERETT. [rise to privileged ques- 
tion. The Journal ought to represent the proceed- 
ings of the House correctly. If the Journal be 
as the report in the Globe, the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin precedes the motion of my 
colleague to adjourn. I was an eye and ear wit- 
ness, and | state, as a matter of fact, that the mo- 
tion to adjourn preceded the motion to reconsider. 





If the Journal represents it otherwise, the Journal | 


represents what 1s not true. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood that 
no objection whatever was made to the motion to 
reconsider, and that single fact was regarded by 


him in making up the Journal, as indicating the | 


unanimous consent of the House. That is the 
only reason the Clerk gives for it. Be that as it 
may, the Chair decides that the gentleman from 
Wisconsin had the right, under the following rule, 


to have his intention to move, or the motion to || i ) : 
|| the President of the United States to accept and attach to || 
the Navy two vessels offered by Henry Grinnell, Esq., of | 


reconsider, entered on the Journal: 


“56. When a motion has been once made, and carried in 
the affirmative or negative, it shall bein order for any mem- 


ber of the majority to move a reconsideration thereof on the | 


same or succeeding day; and such motion shall take pre- 


cedence of all other questions except a motion to adjourn,” 


&e., Ke. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will permit 
the Chair to remark in that connection, he does 
not decide that the motion to reconsider may be 
considered in preference to the motion to adjourn, 
but that a motion to adjourn could not deprive a 
member from entering on the Journal a motion to 
reconsider within the two prescribed days. 

Mr. LETCHER. So far as the mere matter of 
fact about general consent is concerned, I insisted 
upon the motion to adjourn for the express pur- 
pose of cutting off the gentleman’s motion to re- 
consider. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair waives the ques- 


1 desire to understand the 


+ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
could be entered not to be considered at the time, 
because the motion to adjourn took precedence 
of it. 

The following is the note to the 56th rule, which 
the Clerk will read: 


‘* The practice, of late years, has been changed, so as to 
allow the motion to reconsider to be made at any moment 
Within the prescribed time. If the motion be made when a 
different subject is before the House, it is entered and re- 
mains until that subject is disposed of. and then ‘ takes 
precedence of all other business excepta motion to adjourn.’ 
When any final vote has been taken, and a motion made to 
reconsider, that motion may be laid on the table; in 
which case, according to the practice of several years past, 
the vote stands as though the motion to reconsider had not 
been made. This is correct; as, if the House wished to 
retain the matter, it would agree to the motion to reconsid- 
er, instead of laying it on the table. Motions to reconsider | 
should be promptlygacted on, otherwise it isin the power | 
of a single member (voting on the strong side against his 
sentiments, solely for the parpose of placing himself in a 


situation to make the motion) to arrest business which a 


majority have determined to dispatch.’ 

The SPEAKER. 
House was a motion to adjourn. The motion to 
reconsider was entered. lt could not be consid- 
ered then at all. 
the rules was saved upon the one side, and the 


right of the House to adjourn when it pleases | 


saved upon the other. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
that motion upon the table? 
TheSPEAKER. That motion is already made 
by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Dean. ] 
Mr. DEAN. I call for action upon the motion. 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 1 wish to inquire 
of the Chair, if the question be put on laying the 
motion to reconsider upon the table and fail, will 


it then be too late to appeal from the decision of 


the Chair in this case? 


The SPEAKER. 


the subject, 
Mr. JONES. 
taken, to appeal from that decision. 


York, [Mr. Dean,] who makes this motion; but 
decides the motion to reconsider to be in order, 
merely upon the ground that there was one prece- 
dent for it during the last Congress. The then 
Speaker admitted to me afterwards that he did not 
have confidence in that decision himself. Ido not 
know of but one solitary precedent. 


The SPEAKER. The case referred to by the 


gentleman from Tennessee will be read, if it be || 


the pleasure of the House. It wasa case precisely 
in point, however, decided by my immediate pre- 
decessor. An appeal was taken from his decision, 
and the House sustained his decision. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Willthe Chair 
have it read? 

The Clerk then read, as follows: 

**April 26, 1850.—The House having reconsidered the vote 


| by which it had refused to lay upon the table the previous 


day, the joint resolution of the House (No. 16) ‘ authorizing 


| New York, to be sent to the Artic seas in search of Sir 
| Jobn Franklin and his companions, 


tion of general consent, and does not base his de- | 


cision upon it. His decision is a plain and direct 
one, that no motion to adjourn can cut off the right 
of a member to make a motion to reconsider a 
vote within the time prescribed by the rule; and 
the time allowed for that is two days. 

Mr. SMART. That is a common-sense rule. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then the motion to adjourn 
could not preclude the motion to reconsider. 


‘<The SPEAKER then stated the question to be upon the 
motion to lay the said joint resolution upon the table. 

‘“*Mr. Jones raised the question of order, that the House 
having. on yesterday, refused to lay the joint resolution upon 
the table, and subsequently, on that day, the question being 
upon its engrossment, and his colleague [Mr. Savage] be- 
ing entitled to the floor, the House having gone into the 
Committee of the Whoie House on the state of the Union, 
the joint resolution thereby passed from before the House, 
and took its place upon the Speaker’s table, to be taken up 


in its order when the House should proceed to the business | 


on the Speaker’s table, and, consequently, that the vote 
just taken to reconsider the vote by which the House re- 
fused to Jay it upon the table, does not bring it from its place 
on the Speaker’s table before the House. 

“The SPEAKER stated, that so far as he had an opportu- 
nity of examining the precedents, it appears that in every 
instance where a motion to reconsider has been passed in 
the affirmative, the question immediately recurred upon the 
question reconsidered. He therefore decided that the affirm- 
ative vote just taken on the motion to reconsider the vote 


by which the House refused to lay the joint resolution upon | 


the table brought the resolution before the House, and that 
the question now recurs upon the original motion to lay it 
upon the table. 

“From this decision of the Chair Mr. Jones appealed ; 
and the question being put, ‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 


stand as the judgment of the House?’ it was decided in | 


the aflirmative. 
** So the decision of the Chair was sustained.” 


Mr. STUART. I only wish to see if I under- 
stand that case correctly. I do not see that the 
point was made that it was not in order to move 


The question before the | 


So the right of a member under || 


wr | 
Is it in order to move to lay | 


| ject. 


The Chair thinks it would | 
be too late, for the House will have entered upon | 


I wish, before that question is | 
I understand | 
the Chair to say, that the weight of argument and | 
right is upon the side of the gentleman from New | 


to reconsider the vote by which the House refuned 
to lay the matter upon the table. The point os 
order made in that case, was as to the question - 
be put after the motion to reconsider had bese 
carried. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsid 
was acquiesced in, and the appeal taken from a. 
effect of the motion to reconsider. The Chair 
thinks the same principle precisely is inyolye 
The argument vs the other side, in favor of the 
decision, is simply this: ‘The gentleman from Wis, 
consin, [Mr. Dory,] by his motion, is supposed t, 
be dissatisfied with the vote given upon the motioy 
to lay upon the table, for the reason that it carries 
his bill to the Speaker’s table, where it will j, 
taken up in its order; and it was in the best i 
as the Chair thinks, if the table was gep 
cleared every day, as used to be the ease, The 

gentleman from Wiseonsin desires to prevent jig 
going upon the Speaker’s table to be acted upoy 
in its place, to be laid, by a vote, upon the table 
and diminishing its chances of passage. That js 
the argument upon that side. 
| The argument upon the other side is, tha it 
is proper to reconsider any action of the House 
which they have taken, by which the bill is dis. 
posed of temporarily or otherwise. he Chair 
is inclined to think the latter is the more correc: 
view, and he is not disposed to change the prac 
tice of his predecessor and himself upon the sy}. 
An appeal is taken from the decision of the 


lace, 
eral v 


Chair. 

Mr. AVERETT. I hope to be indulged ina 
single remark. My point is that the proceeding 
was not correctly entered on the Journal, The 
motion to reconsider was not announced by the 
Chair at all, and the House had no notice of it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir. 
ginia has a right to move to correct the Journal 
affecting this very matter. 

Mr. AVERETT. My objection to the Journs| 
is, that the motion of my colleague [Mr. Lercu- 

ER] that the House adjourn, preceded any ac- 
tion of the House, or any motion of the member 
from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory,] and this I wish to 
be entered upon the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no objection 

| to such an entry, because it does not affect his 
|| decision at all. 

Mr. STANLY. The gentleman from Virginia 
is mistaken, according to my recollection. His 

colleague [Mr. Lercuer] made the motion to ad- 
| journ, it is true, but there is no proof that the 
gentleman who was in the chair [Mr. Mason|— 
the Speaker himself not being there—heard that 
motion or recognized it; and if the gentleman 
from Virginia was trying to get the floor to make 
the motion, the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Dory] made his motion to reconsider, and was ree- 
| ognized the Chair. I watched the whol 
| proceeding, and I knew what the gentleman was 
about. The Chair received the motion to re 
| consider, and then entertained the motion to ad- 
journ. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon cor- 
recting the Journal. Will the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Averett] inform us whether bis 
proposition is to change the Journal, so that the 
motion to adjourn shall appear before the motion 
to reconsider? 

Mr. AVERETT. I desire the fact shall be 
| stated, that my colleague made the motion to al- 
| journ, and then it will be for the House to decide 
whether they will have this other motion to recon- 
sider. I want the Journal to tell the plain truth. 
It does not now, for it represents the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] as making the 
motion to reconsider before my colleague {Mr. 
Letcuer| moved the adjournment. In this the 
Journal is not correct in point of fact, and I ven- 
ture to say that not a dozen of the members pres- 
ent knew that the motion to reconsider was entered 
at all. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, then, desires that the motion to adjourn shall 
precede the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Wedo not know what 
'| the facts are in relation tothat matter. Is it in the 
recollection of the Speaker—the Presiding Officer 
of the House—that the motion to adjourn preceded 
| the motion to reconsider ? 
|| The SPEAKER. During the pendency of the 
| motion made to adjourn, as the Chair understands, 
) the gentleman from Wisconsin immediately aros¢ 
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1853. 


and moved to have his motion to reconsider en- 
tered upon the Journal. 
‘Mr. RICHARDSON. Preceding the motion 


to adjourn’: rane ; d : 
rhe SPEAKER. Succeeding the motion to 


adjourn. 

“7 MASON. I was temporarily occupying 
the chair. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Ler HER] arose In his place, according to my 
recollection, and moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I object to this discussion. 
It is a question of fact, and this is not the way to 
arrive at it. 

The SPEAKER. It.is a debatable question. 
There is a motion made to amend the Journal, 
and therefore it is debatable. 

Mr. MASON. Before the Chair put the motion 
to adjourn, the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 
Dory| rose and stated that he had a privileged 
motion to make, that he wished to give notice of 
his intention to reconstder the vote on a certain 

It was not announced distinctly that he 
moved a reconsideration, but he stated that he 
wanted to give notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin sent to the Chair a paper in writing. 

Mr. MASON. He sent upa paper in writing, 
and it was adjudged by the Chair to be a motion, 
and he directed the Clerk to enter it accordingly. 
There was some confusion in the House, but no 
articular objection to the entry of the motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Did the motion of the 
gentleman from Wisconsin {[Mr. Dory] succeed 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercuer] to adjourn? 

Mr. MASON. Ithink itdid. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin seemed to be struggling for the 
floor, but L observed the gentleman from Virginia 
on the floor first, and was about proceeding to put 
the question to adjourn, when the gentleman from 
Wisconsin stated that he had a privileged question. 
He gave his notice, sent up his resolution, and it 
was entered, no person saying that he objected to 
it. I then put the motion to adjourn, and the 
House adjourned. 


Mr. DEAN. Will the gentleman from Ken- | 


tucky [Mr. Mason] answer me one question? 
Was that paper read to the House at all? 
Mr. MASON, It was not read. 


Mr. DEAN. How, then, could the House con- | 


sent that it be entered? We knew nothing about 
lt. 

Mr. MASON. The gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin claimed the right, and the Chair decided that 
he had the right to make the entry upon the Jour- 
nal. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs to call the 
attention of the House to the following rule: 

‘When a motion has been once made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof on 
the same or sueceeding day, and such motion shall take 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion to ad- 
journ.”’ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. A motion to adjourn 


preceded it, according to the statement of the gen- | 


tleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mason. 


Mr. MASON. [I suppose, technically, it hardly | 
did. I was about to put his motion to adjourn, | 


when the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] 
stated that he had a privileged question. 1 had not 
responded to him, and then I recognized the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin, who had his motion en- 
tered. I decided that he hada clear right to have 
it entered. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the gentleman | 


from Kentucky answer me asingle question? Did 
the gentleman from Virginia, after the notice of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, move again to ad- 
journ, or did the Chair act upon the previous mo- 
tion ? 

Mr. MASON. It wasaprevious motion. The 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Letcuer] insisted 
on having his motion to adjourn put. 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 


PRESIDENTIAL VOTES. 


Here a message was received from the Senate | 


of the United States, by the hands of Assury 


~ : 


Dicks, Esq., its Secretary, informing the House | 


that the Senate had passed the following resolu- 
ion, viz: 

“* Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in the 
Chamber of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, 
the 9th instant, at twelve o’clock, and the President of the 
Senate protempore shall be the presiding officer; thatone 


person be appointed a teller on the part of the Senate, and 
two on the part of the House of Representatives, to make 
a list of the votes as they shail be declared; that the result 
shall be delivered to the President of the Senate pro tem 
pore, who shall announce the state of the vote, and the 
persons elected, to the two Houses assembled, as aforesaid, 
which shall be deemed a declaration of the persous elected 
President and Vice President of the United States, 
gether with a list of votes, be entered on the Journals of the 
two Houses. 

* Ordered, That Mr. Hunter be the teller on the part of 
the Senate.” 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
sage from the Senate is not a question of privilege, 
which takes precedence of a mere privileged ques- 


I ask if that mes- 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is a 
question of privilege. 

Mr. JONES. ‘The message from the Senate is 
the report of the Joint Committee appointed to as- 
certain and report the mode of counting the votes 
for President and Vice President, which I pre- 
sented to the House this morning. 
the resolution be concurred in. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and theresolution of 
the Senate was concurred in. 

Mr. JONES. 


I move that 


I move that the Speaker of the 
House appoint the two tellers on the part of the 
House provided for in that resolution. 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The Speaker thereupon appointed 
Jones of Tennessee, and CHANDLER, as tellers 
on the part of the House. 

GRANTS TO RAILROADS. 

I have only a word or two to 
say with reference to the difficulty that has sprung 
Now, whether or not the 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
was entertained by the 
Chair prior to the motion of the gentleman from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory,] is a question between 
the gentleman from Virginia and the Presi 
Officer at the time. But it is perfectly immaterial. 
The Chair did not put the motion to adjourn to 
the House, and therefore it was not pending when 
the motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin was 
According to the parliamentary law, a 
motion is not in the possession of the House until 
it is stated from the Chair and put to the House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 


Mr. DISNEY. 
up here this morning. 


Lercuer} to adjourn 


I do not understand the 
proposition to be as the gentleman from Ohio has 
When the gentleman from Wisconsin 
obtained the floor, as I understand it, and made 
his motion, it was not announced by the then Pre- 
If I am wrong in this statement, the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mason,] who 
occupied the chair, can correct me. 
motion that was in the possession of the House 
by being announced from the Chair, was the mo- 
I understand from the statement 
of the gentleman from Kentucky himself, that the 
gentleman from Wisconsin rose to give notice of 
his intention to move a reconsideration, and that 
he sent a paper to the Chair, but that the paper 
was not read, nor was the motion to reconsider 
announced by the Presiding Officer. 


siding Officer. 


The only 


tion to adjourn. 


Am I cor- 
Mr. MASON. The gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin announced his intention to move a reconsider- 


ation, and sent up a paper. I did not know what 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
gentleman from Kentucky, who was occupying | 
the chair at the time, places this matter precisely 
in the position which | supposed it to occupy. 
The announcement made by him at the time was, 
that the gentleman from Wisconsin gave notice 
that he intended to move to reconsider. 
correct in that? 

Mr. MASON. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
House objected to that notice, because there was 
nothing upon which they could act. 
question before the House upon which they could 
or did act, was the motion to adjourn. The House 
was not put in possession of such amotion as they 
could object to, and so far as the ground of the 
gentleman from Ohio is concerned, it is applicable, 
not upon the side which he applies it to, but 
upon the other side; for there was no announce- 
ment by the Chair that could put the House in 

ossession of the fact that a motion to reconsider 
There was no reading of the pa- 
per sent up to the Chair, and the only motion that 
was made and announced from the Chair, was the 
motion to adjourn. 


The statement of the 


No member of the 


rad been made. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. Sil 


Mr. McLANAHAN. What is the question 


now before the House? 


The SPEAKER. The proposition to amend 


the Journal. 


Mr. McLANAHAN. Would it not be in order 


to move to lay the whole subject upon the table? 


Mr. STUART. If that motion prevailed, it 
would carry the Journal to the table. 

The SPEAKER. That would be the effect of 
it. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Then I move the pre- 
vious question. 

A Voice. That is right. You are a public 
benefactor. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now pat. 

‘The question wasthen put upon Mr. Avererr’s 
motion to amend the Journal, and it was notagreed 
to. 

The question recurred on the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, viz: ‘*Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’’ 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I move that 
the appeal be laid upon the table. 

Mr. GORMAN. Who appealed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I did, and as the 
question is a very important one, | hope we shall 
have a direct vote on the appeal. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I call the gentleman from 
Tennessee to order. 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order 

Mr. JONES. I know the appeal is not debat- 
able,and I only wish 

{Loud cries of ** Order PT 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 
Speaker to state what his decision is from which 
the appeal is taken. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin, [Mr. Dory,] on yesterday, submitted a 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the House 
refused, on the day before, to lay the Wisconsin 
land bill upon the table. Under the decision of 
the Chair, and by force of the rules of the House, 
that bill—no order having been taken upon it by the 
House—went to the Speaker’s table. The rivht of 
the gentleman from Wisconsin to submitthe motion 
to reconsider is disputed by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] The Chair decides that 

the gentleman from Wisconsin has aright to move 
to reconsider, and that the effect of that motion, 
if it prevails, will be to bring the bill again before 
the House. From this decision the gentleman 
from Tennessee appeals. 

Mr. JONES. Have I a right to state the 
grounds of my appeal ? 





[Cries of ** Order! 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thought he had 
done it with vreat clearness. 
Mr. JONES. I do not wish to argue the ques- 
tion at all. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right 
to state the grounds of his appeal. 
Mr. JONES. Upon the day before yesterday 
a motion was made to lay the Wisconsin land bill 
upon the table. That motion failed. We then 
progressed with the consideration of the bill, and 
the House adjourned without taking action upon it 
The bill, under the rules of the House, went into 
a certain class of business upon the Speaker’s 
table. The Chair so decided yesterday,and the 
House acquiesced in the decision. Last evening 
the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory} moved 
to reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to lay his bill upon the table. The Chair decided 
that he did make that motion. The gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Dean] this morning raises 
a question of order that the gentleman from Wis- 
consin had no right ta make such a motion; that 
the bill was not disposed of by the vote which he 
moves to reconsider, that it did not. pass from be- 
fore the House by that vote, but that it passed 
from before the House by the operation of the 
rules, and that consequently that vote cannot be 
reconsidered. The Chair decides, as i understand 
it, that the motion can be made, not because he 
is satisfied that it is right in itself, but because 
there has been a precedent that way. From that 
decision I appeal, and ask the yeas and nays on 
the motion to lay the appeal upon the table. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I call for tellers on the 
yeas and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srevens, of 
| Pennsylvania, and Harais, of Tennessee, were 
|) appointed. 





—oe an ee r A ae saciid e 7 - ¥, elt 


psp gromygitenenany 


‘se cept R tee me on ta in neta: 


ren gap-enteilayn iy 


512 


The House was then divided on ordering the 
yeas and nays, and the tellers reported 31 in the 
affirmative 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Has the morning 
hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. There has been no morning 
hour, and there will be none to-day. 

Mr. STANLY. I ask the Chair, before the 
uestion is put, if he will state the point of order 
forhimself. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones} has made his argument upon it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair requests that the 
decision of his immediate predecessor may be 
acain read. It fully explains the proposiuon be- 
fore the body. 

The Clerk again read the extract 
Journal, which will be found above. 

Mr. STANLY. That, I understand, is the 
decision of Speaker Cobb, from which the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] appealed. 

The SPEAKER. Itis, and in accordance with 
that precedent, the present occupant of the chair 
decided a similar proposition in a similar way at 
the last session. He adheres to that decision. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, the Speaker is right. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sey- 
and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 109, nays 57; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Allison, 
Wim. Appleton, Babcock, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bennett, 
Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, 
Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Busby, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Clark, Clemens, Conger, 
Cottman, Cullom, Darby, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, 
Disney, Dockery, Doty, Dunean, Durkee, Eastman, Edger 


ton, Evans, Fay, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gen 
try, Giddings, Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn. Horstord, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Ives, 
Andrew Jolinson, James Johnson, George G. King, Lan 
dry, Little, Mace, Martin, Mason, McNair, Meacham, Mil 
ler, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morrison, Na- 
bers, Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, 
Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Riddle, Robie, Robinson, Sa 
bine, Sackett, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, David 
L.. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Smart, Smith, Snow, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Abr’m P. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Sweetser, Thurston, Toombs, 
Tuck, Venable, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Wil 
cox, Williams, Woodward, and Yates—109. 

NAYS—Messers. Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, Beale, 
Bocock, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chas 
tain, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Coicock, Curtis, Daw 
ron, Dean, Dimmick, Faulkner, Florence, Floyd, Thomas 
J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, Gilmore, Gorman, Grow, Hall, Ham 
ilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hol 
lady, Houston, Jackson, Jenkins, John Johnson," George 
\W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, 
MecLanahan, MeQueen, Meade, Millson, Molony, Mur 
phv, Murray, Olds, Peaslee, Penn, Powell, Richardson, 
Ross, Russell, Skelton, Stuart, Wallace, and Wildrick—57. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table, and the 
decision of the Chair stands as the judgment of 
the Louse. 

The question recurred upon the motion to lay 
upon the table the motion to reconsider the vote 
by which the House refused to lay the Wisconsin 
railroad bill upon the table. 

Mr. CARTTER. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANLY. I wish to ask what bill we are 
now voting upon? My object is, if possible, to 
prevent the delay of the public business by this 
struggle for railroad bills. If I am right, the bill 
upon which we are now called to vote, stands upon 
the calendar at the head of bills from the Senate 
upon the Speaker’s table, on their first and second 
reading. Itis followed by along list of other rail- 
road bills of a like character. I hope, therefore, 
that the House will make this a test question, and 
that we shall have no more struggles about rail- 
road bills. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
in order? 

The SPEAKER. Diseussion is not in order. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to make an in- 
quiry of the Chair. I understand, that if the vote 
by which the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table is reconsidered, the bill is before the House. 
But if the House refuse to reconsider, is the bill 
then before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
brings the bill absolutely before the House. 

. Ty , . 

Mr. STANLY. I would ask the Chair to state | 
what the bill is upon which we are now voting. 

The SPEAKER. It is a bill granting the right 
of way and alternate sections of the public lands 
to the State of Wisconsin, for the construction of | 
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Mr.STANLY. Is the amendment of the gen- | 
tleman from New York [Mr. Bennett] now 
pending? 

The SPEAKER. Everything connected with 
the bill will be brought before the body. 

Mr. STANLY. Precisely so. Now we un- 
derstand what we are voting upon. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Dean’s 
motion to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 82, 
nays 9]; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Allison, John Appleton, 
William Appleton, Averett, David J. Bailey, Baruett, Beale, 


Bocock, Bragg, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, 
Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, Churchwell, Clemens, Cobb, 


Colcock, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Dockery, Faulkner, Flor- | 


ence, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gid- 
dings, Gilmore, Gorman, Grow, Hall, Hamilton, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, 
Houston, Howard, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew John- 
son, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, McLanahan. McMullin, 
McNair, McQueen, Meade, Milison, Molony, Murphy, 
Murray, Olds, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Powell, 
Richardson, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savage, David 
L. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Benj. Stanton, Stratton, Suth- 
erland, Sweetser, Wallace, Wildrick, and Woodward—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Barrere, 
Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, Briggs, 
Brooks, AlbertG. Brown, Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Clingman, Conger, Cott- 
man, Cullom, Darby, George T’. Davis, Doty, Duncan, Dur 
kee, Eastman, Edgerton, Evans, Fay, Freeman, Henry M. 
Fuller, Gentry, Goodenow, Grey, Hascall, Haven, Henn, 
Horstord, Jolin W. Howe, ‘Thomas M. Howe, James John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, George G. King, Landry, Little, 
Mace, Martin, McDonald, Meacham, Miller, Miner, Hen- 
ry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Nabers, 
Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, Per- 
kins, Porter, Preston, Price, Riddle, Sabine, Sackett, 
Schoolcratt, Schoonmaker, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Thurston, Toombs, 
Tuck, Venable, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welsh, Wil 
cox, Williams, and Yates—91, 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

The question then recurred upon the motion to 
reconsider. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Is it in order now 
to move to go into a Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar? 

The SPEAKER, 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for me to move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks that mo- 
tion would be in order. 

Mr. STUART. | think the Chair is mistaken. 
The rules provide that a motion to reconsider shall 
take precedence of any other motion, except the 
motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. There is also another rule 
which provides that it shall be in order, at any 


The Chair thinks it is not in 


time, to move to suspend the rules to go into the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The uniform practice of the House has been to 
entertain that motion, and, in the opinion of the 
Chair, we had better not change that practice, if 
we donot intend to get into inextricable confusion. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut. I rise to a 
question of order. I submit to the Chair that I 
obtained the floor for the purpose of moving to go 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the Pri- 
vate Calendar, when the floor was taken from me 
by the privileged motion to reconsider. Iask now 
if the floor can be taken from me for the purpose 
of moving to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. That is still another question 
of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to submit 
a point, which, I think, will decide this question. 
Suppose this motion to reconsider were not before 
the House, and a motion was made to go into the 
Committee of the Wholeon the state of the Union, 
could not any gentleman call up this motion to re- 
consider? And when that motion is called up, by 
an express rule of the House, it must take prece- 
dence of every motion except that to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Another rule provides that 
it shall be in order, at any time, to move to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Now, if it be the pleasure of the House 
to hear any decision, the Chair will decide the 
case which now arises. When the motion to re- 
consider was called up by the gentleman from New 


_ York, [Mr. Dean,]} another gentleman from Con- 


BE. 


‘| necticut could not retain the floor. 


(| Mr. SACKETT. 


Feb. 4, 


— 


necticut [Mr. Seymour] was upon the floor, an 
had submitted the motion that the House resolv: 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House Upon 
the Private Calendar. That is, however, not q de. 
batable question, and the gentleman from (Cop. 
It would hays 
been in order for the gentleman from Alabams 
(Mr. Hovsron,] then, or at any time after t}, 
gentleman from New York had called up the mo. 
tion to reconsider, to have risen in his place ang 
moved to suspend the rules and go into the Coy. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union; jy, 
the motion made by the gentleman from Conneg). 
cut to go into a Committee of the Whole House o, 
the Private Calendar—this being private billday_ 
would have taken precedence. The effect of th. 
motion of the gentleman from Alabama, therefo;, 
if the decision of the Chair be correct, would be 1, 
bring the House to a vote upon the motion of th. 
gentleman from Connecticut to go into a Committe. 
of the Whole House. The Chair, therefore, j.. 
cides that the question now is upon the motion of 
the gentleman from Connecticut. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will withdraw the motio, 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the stay 
of the Union, for the purpose of allowing the ques. 
tion to be taken upon the motion to reconsider, fo, 
the purpose of having that matter disposed of, 

The question then again recurred upon the mo. 
tion to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Trenew the motioy 
that the rules be suspended, and that the Hous 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole oy 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. That motion will take pre. 
cedence of the motion called up by the gentleman 
from New York; but can only be reached in the 
form stated by the Chair a few minutes ago, by 
first putting the question on the motion of the gen. 
tleman from Connecticut to go into a Committe 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. STANTON. 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY. I ask the Chair to state whe 
is the precise motion upon which we are about t 
vote? 

The SPEAKER. It isthe motion called y 
by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Deay] t 
reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to lay upon the table the Wisconsin railroad bill 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 86, nays 80; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, Willis 
Allen, William Appleton, Barrere, Bell, Bennett, Bibighaus, 
Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown 
Burrows, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chap 
man, Clinggan, Conger, Cottman, Cullom, Darby, George 
T. Davis, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, East 
man, Edgerton, Evans, Fay, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller 
Gentry, Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Hascall, Haven, Henn, 
Horstord, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, James John 
son, George G, King, Little, Mace, Martin, Meacham, Mi! 
ler, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Na 
bers, Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn, Penniman, 
Perkins, Porter, Preston, Riddle, Sackett, Schoonmaker, 
Scurry, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Alexander H. Ste 
phens, Thaddeus Stevens, St. Martin, Thurston, Toombs 
Tuck, Venable, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Wilcor, 
Williams, and Yates—86. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, 
Javid J. Bailey, Beale, Bocock, Bragg, Busby, Josep! 
Cable, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clemens, Cobb, Coleock, Dawson, Dean, 
Dimmick, Edmundson, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Gamble, Gaylord, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, Grow, Hal), 
Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holla 
day, Houston, Howard, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Letcher, Lockhart, Mason, McLanahan, MeMullin, 
McNair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Molony, Murphy, 

| Murray, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Peasiee, Phelps, 
| Polk, Powell, Robie, Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savage, 
David L. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Stratton, Sutherland, 
Swéetser, Wallace, Welch, Wildrick, and Woodward—®). 


So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

[Pending the call of the roll, Mr. Sranroy, of 
Ohio, when his name was called, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr. Lanpry. 

Mr. Incersout also stated that he had paired 


Upon that mo. 


I will withdraw the mo 


— ; 
he question then recurred upon laying the bill 
upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Is it in order to move to g° 
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